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The B ull e t i n

C apitol Hill Neighborhood Council
Community Cleanup

by Representative Rebecca Chavez Houck

On Saturday, May 10 I dropped by (for
a short while) to help with our neighborhood’s annual Memory Grove cleanup.
While doing battle with a huge (and very
stubborn) weed, I was so pleased to see
how many people came to help in this
community effort. Folks of all ages — experienced gardeners and groups of Boy
Scouts, moms and dads with toddlers,
the helpful team from LDS Hospital and
Intermountain Healthcare — joined to
keep our neighborhood park clean and
pleasant for all patrons.
I take pride that every day you help others in our community and make House
District 24 a pleasant place to live. You
exemplify public service and provide a
wonderful model for me as a public official. Your input on issues provides me
food for thought, and is something upon
which I come to depend and value, especially when you might have particular
disciplinary expertise on public policy
matters, such as energy/environment, tax
policy, education (pre-K through higher
education), legal and civil rights. Our district is one of the most highly educated
districts in the state and I am privileged to
have you all as resources for information
and perspective.
In the months to come, the legislature
will review a multitude of study issues
within the context of the standing committees upon which we each serve. I am
assigned to the Revenue and Taxation
Interim Committee (which is doing an indepth property tax study over the upcoming months) and the Public Utilities and
Technology Interim Committee. Please
know that all interim committee meetings are open to the public. The calendar
for meetings can be found on the legislature’s website: www.le.state.ut.us.
Know that you can reach me best via
my e-mail address, rchouck@utah.gov. It
is very helpful to have information during
the interim. You may also call me on my
cell phone: 801-891-9292, but I do prefer
email, as it allows me to better respond to
all your points of concern and also provides opportunity for me to attach any

written resources (or Web site links) that
might prove helpful.
Thank you again for your involvement
in our community. It really does take all
of our hard work to provide a positive environment within which our families can
grow and thrive.

This Old House

166 West North Temple
James & Sarah Ann Dwyer /
Ada Dwyer Russell House
by Nelson Knight

An article by Chris Rigby in the winter
1975 issue of Utah Historical Quarterly
magazine sparked this month’s column.
The article focused on the life and
accomplishments of actress Ada Dwyer
Russell, who was raised in the house that
once stood on the northeast corner of
North Temple and 200 West, now the site
of a state office building. James Dwyer,
born in Tipperary, Ireland, was baptized
into the LDS Church in 1860. Later that
year, he immigrated to Utah and set up
a stand selling books at the corner of

West Temple and First South. Soon his
business flourished, and he moved to
Main Street, eventually settling in the
former home of the McCornick Bank
at 76 S. Main Street. Dwyer’s bookshop
became the Sam Weller’s of its day, serving
see page 2

Capitol Hill Neighborhood
Council Meetings
Wednesday, June 18 2008
State Capitol Senate Cafeteria
6:00pm Mobile Watch Meeting
6:30pm Neighborhood Council Meeting
Welcome by Chair, Polly Hart
6:35
Police Report, Roger Williams
6:45
Mobile Watch, Robert King
6:55
Joyce Valdez, Mayor’s Office
7:10
Reports by Elected Officials
7:30
Update on Ensign Foreground,
Chris Robinson and City Staff
8:00
Vote on Conditional Use PUD at
649-651 N. East Capitol Blvd. /
658 N. East Capitol St.
8:30
Adjourn
Next Meeting: July 16, 2008 - 6:30 p.m.
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not only as a place to purchase books and
magazines, but as a center of education
and intellectualism. Dwyer’s reading
room was referred to as the first library
west of the Missouri River, was used as
a study hall by students at the nascent
University of Deseret and was the setting
for the March 1866 meeting of prominent
citizens establishing the framework for a
viable educational system in Utah.
The house built by her parents, James
and Sarah Ann Dwyer, was also a center
of intellectual life in early Salt Lake. The
Dwyer home was often filled with various
professionals, including representatives of
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the stage and music worlds. Its extensive
gardens included one of the first three
lawns in the Salt Lake Valley.

year engagement as Roxie in “Puddin’
Head Wilson,” a role she considered her
“masterpiece.”

Ada Dwyer was born on February 5,
1863, to Sarah Ann and James Dwyer,
the first of eight children. Early in her life
Ada expressed an interest in acting, and
her father responded by securing the best
possible training for her. At age eight Ada
traveled with her father to Detroit to study
public recitation and later was tutored in
the science of elocution as well as Spanish
and French by Professor S. S. Hamill in
Salt Lake City. She also learned from
experts in New York and Boston, and
at a young age performed in numerous
amateur productions in Salt Lake City.
She also began to perform at the Salt Lake
Theatre. Then, in 1890, she won a role in
the play “One Error,” fulfilling her dream of
performing on Broadway. Following this
first New York play she enjoyed a three-

On the stage of “One Error,” Ada was
dazzled by Harold Russell, the leading
actor in the John Drew Company of
New York, and the two eventually wed
in February 1893. The couple’s busy
schedules frequently kept them apart.
They had one child, Lorna, who was
primarily raised by her grandparents
in their home on North Temple. Ada
and Harold continued to pursue their
individual careers and, though never
divorced, remained separated for most of
their lives.
In 1912, while attending a party of
distinguished Boston society women, Ada
met Amy Lowell, the famous American
poet. The two became close companions,
and Ada shortly assumed the role of

ZIONS BANK®
We Haven’t Forgotten Who
Keeps Us In Business®

801-355-2878
341 S. 500 East
Salt Lake City, UT 84102
www.curves.com
30 Minutes will change your life!
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secretary, nurse, and critic to Lowell and
Featured Neighbor
was influential in the publication of much
Hansen Service
of Lowell’s poetry. Lowell dedicated all
of her books to Ada and sent a gift of
lilac bushes to grace the front yard of the Most of the neighbors highlighted in this
North Temple house.
column from month-to-month live in the
Capitol Hill neighborhood. The trio we
Ada’s career took her throughout spotlight this month don’t live here, but
England, Europe, and Australia, but have probably spent about as many waking
she always kept close ties with her Utah hours here as in their own homes. Frank
family and occasionally returned to the Bell, Gayle Heap, and Denny Tireman
Salt Lake Theatre for performances. Ada (we’re not making that name up) operate
was respected in her native state as a great Hansen Service on the corner of 200 North
actress and an influential woman.
and 200 West and have had a passing acquaintance with thousands of the cars that
In 1925 Amy Lowell died, leaving have resided here through the years.
her estate in Ada’s care. Ada saw to the
publication of Lowell’s final volumes of
L. Ray Hansen, a lifelong Capitol Hill
poetry and her biography of John Keats. resident, opened the gas and service staThree years later, on October 28, 1928, tion in its current location around 1945.
when the Salt Lake Theatre opened its Frank first came to work for him in August,
doors for a final performance before 1958, as a college student. He soon left to
the building was demolished, Ada, as serve a two-year stint in the military (his
an honored guest, read Lowell’s poem assigned duty was in a dental lab at Fort
“Lilacs.”
Gordon, Georgia, “making false teeth for
soldiers,” as he describes it) but afterward
Ada died on July 4, 1952, at her returned to Hansen’s, and remained after
daughter’s home in Maryland. She had completing an accounting degree. That
sold her parent’s home to Sadie Salberg background still comes in handy in the
in 1938. The lilacs that graced the front business as he helps with bookkeeping and
yard, the gift from Amy Lowell, were tax matters.
transplanted to Memory Grove.
see page 4
Please eat 5 servings
of fresh fruits and
vegetables daily!

A&Z Produce Co.
366 W. 500 South, 801-359-2081

Carman Refrigeration
633 N. 300 West
801-364-6162

Commercial Heating,
Air Conditioning & Refrigeration

LYNN
RASMUSSEN

GRI, Trustee CHCC
Your Neighborhood
Realtor

801-231-9984

We’re cheap!
Just ask our wives.

X-S Storage

mickey

We beat any advertised price
5’ x 5’ up to 16’ x 40’
801-983-8000
1675 N. Beck St.

Announcements

Service Opportunity

· With the 4th of July right around the corner, please take precaution when lighting
fireworks and obey all local laws. For safety tips, visit www.fireworksafety.com.

Volunteers are an important part of the Utah
Pride Center. Nothing takes place at the
Center that does not require some level of
volunteer energy and expertise. Volunteers
fuel the Center’s engine with their time, talents and energy as they build community
and family.

· Please remember that outdoor burning is not permitted within the city.
Large gatherings with a barbeque or luau
should be cleared by the Fire Department,
801-799-4168. Report violations to 911.
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Fill out a volunteer application online or at
the Utah Pride Center:
361 N. 300 West, 801-539-8800
www.glbtccu.org

8th Ave. C St., 801-408-1100
www.ldshospital.com

MAY FOUNDRY &
MACHINE CO.
454 W. 600 North
801-531-8931
Internet Resources
www.chnc-slc.org
www.downtownrising.com
www.downtownslc.com/events
www.glbtccu.org
www.lds.org/events
www.lds.org/calendar
www.saltlakeactingcompany.org
www.slcgov.com
www.slcgov.com/PublicServices/Gallivan
www.slcityevents.com
www.utah.gov
www.visitsaltlake.com

Our sincere thanks to LDS Hospital for printing The Bulletin.

Capitol Hill Neighborhood Council
c/o Salt Lake Association of Community Councils
PO Box 522038
Salt Lake City UT 84152
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Gayle joined the business in 1968. “I had
been working heavy construction,” he says.
“That’s seasonal and you really couldn’t
raise a family.” As retirement approached
for Ray Hansen, he determined that his
children were not interested in continuing in the business and offered to sell it
to Frank. Frank, in turn, said he’d like to
include Gayle as a partner. The business,
by then incorporated, was sold to them
in 1980 and they bought the land shortly
after.
Denny came on board as an employee
in 1982 after managing another Sinclair
station and selling fish for a time. In those
days, he remarks, the business had seven
employees — four full-time and three
part-time. Today with self-serve outlets
handling much of the routine gas business, the three give greater emphasis to
repair and maintenance and are able to
handle the business themselves.
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So Hansen
Service
has passed the
60-year mark
and the partnership has thrived
for 26 years.
Frank, Gayle,
and Denny still
open at 7 a.m.
each weekday
morning, rain
or shine, and
close at 5:30
p.m.
(Their
only moderate
concession to
a more normal
schedule is they
started closing on Saturdays a few years
ago.) They plan to continue dependable
automotive repair service for just as long
as their health permits. The business has
seen changes, to be sure. “It used to be really fun to come to work and solve problems for people,” Frank states. “It still is,
but with government regulations and
insurance concerns, it’s more of a battle.”
It’s sometimes a scramble for a small business, he notes, to keep up with innovations
in auto design and maintenance. The best
parts of owning Hansen Service, Gayle
says, are “being in business for yourself,
being able to help people with problems,
and forming friendships with the customers.” As each new car problem presents itself, “it’s never quite the same job twice.”
Editor’s note: This is a reprint of an earlier
article. The property is currently for sale yet
Frank, Gayle, and Denny indicate they may be
around for two to three more years.
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Advertise with The Bulletin!
Please support our wonderful sponsors and
consider becoming a sponsor yourself. Your
donation may be tax deductible.*
To help sponsor The Bulletin, please contact
Sylvia Lloyd: sylviaklloyd@msn.com
$50 per month for 2” x 1 column ($550/yr.)
$25 per month for 1” x 1 column ($275/yr.)
*the Salt Lake Association of Community Councils is recognized by the IRS as a section 501(c)
(3), tax-exempt organization.)

Upcoming Events

July 4th
Community Breakfast
at Warm Springs Park
300 West Wall St.
8 - 10 a.m.
All residents of the Capitol Hill area
are encouraged to join us a for free
breakfast, fine company,
and patriotism!

Concerts in the Park

Free concerts in the Brigham Young
Historic Park, State St. and 2nd Ave.,
begin in June on Tuesday and Friday
evenings at 8 p.m.
June 17
June 10
June 24
June 27
July 1

Paul Burnside Band
Fire on the Mountain
Salzburger Echo
Sam Payne
23rd Army Band

Full Calendar: http://www.lds.org/events/
ConcertsJunJulAug2008.pdf

