
This Old House
Wasatch Plunge

840 N. 300 W.
by Nelson Knight

The Summer 2008 issue of Utah 
Historical Quarterly (the flagship 
publication of the Utah State 
Historical Society) contains an 
article by Darrell E. Jones and W. 
Randall Dixon titled, “’It Was Very 
Warm and Smelt Very Bad’: Warm 
Springs and the First Bath House 
in Salt Lake City.”  Jones and Dixon 
trace the history of the Warm 
Springs bathhouses in Salt Lake, 
now memorialized in Warm Springs 
Park, on Beck Street.  An online 
copy of the issue is available at this 
link: http://128.121.10.98:8080/
u t s t a t e / m a i n .
sp?flag=browse&smd=1&awdid=1# 
or you may order a hard copy from 
the Utah State Historical Society: 
801-533-3500.  In order to encourage 
you to read the article (and to allow 
this author to spend more time with 
the newest addition to the Knight 
family, Paxton Knight) this month’s 

article is a reprint focusing on one of 
the buildings covered by Jones and 
Dixon in much more detail.

Long time residents may 
remember this building’s original 
use as a swimming pool, but people 
new to Capitol Hill will recognize 
this building as the former home of 
the Children’s Museum of Utah. The 
Wasatch Springs Plunge building 
at 840 N. 300 West was built in 
1921 by Salt Lake City at a cost of 
$177,450.00. The architectural firm 
of Cannon and Fetzer designed 
the building. With its white stucco 
walls, red tile roof, terra-cotta 
ornamentation, and wrought iron 
balconies, the Wasatch Plunge is 
one of the better examples in Utah 
of the Mission and Spanish Colonial 
Revival architectural styles popular 
between 1910 and 1935.

The warm springs on the site 
were popular among the indigenous 
people of Utah before the Mormon 
pioneers’ arrival in 1847, because 
early Mormon journalists note their 
use by the Ute tribe in the winter 
of 1847-48. The current building 

is the third of its kind to sit on the 
site. In 1850, the City constructed 
an adobe building over the springs 
at about the present intersection of 
300 West and Reed Avenue. A later 
bathhouse stood at the south end 
of Warm Springs Park. This circa 
1865 structure stood on the banks 
of a small lake fed by the springs, 
and was leased to private operators. 
Problems with the leaseholders and 
a seedy reputation led the city to take 
full control of the springs in 1916.

The present structure opened 
in 1921. Patrons paid 25 cents for 
admission, and were given a suit, 
towel, locker, and use of the Olympic-
sized main pool. A separate, smaller 
pool and individual hot baths were 
available for private use. There 
were separate locker rooms for the 
private pools. Both rooms had large 
signs at the entrance to the pool 
that stated, “DO NOT STAND IN 
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6:00pm  Mobile Watch Meeting

6:30pm Neighborhood Council Meeting
 Welcome by Chair, Polly Hart
6:35 Leg. 24 Candidate Forum: 
 Rebecca Chavez-Houck, Joe Jarvis, 
 Dylan McDonnell
7:35 Police Report, David Wierman
7:45 Mobile Watch Report, Robert King
7:55 Nomination of Trustees for 
 November election
8:00 Reports by Elected Officials
8:15 Vote on Metaview Development
 request for changes to conditional
 use on mixed use project at 
 500 N / 300 W
8:30 Adjourn

Next meeting:
November 19, 2008 - 6:30 p.m.

Capitol Hill Neighborhood 
Council Meetings

Wednesday, October 15, 2008
State Capitol Senate Cafeteria



DOORWAY WITHOUT SUIT 
ON.” The building also had a café, 
barbershop, beauty parlor, and five 
private hotel rooms for travelers. 
A 1929 issue of the Salt Lake City 
Municipal Record enthusiastically 
notes the installation of automatic 
showers as a water-saving measure. 
Bathers would step onto a platform, 
which turned the shower water on 
and off.

Natural spring water fed the pools 
until 1949, when the pools were 
chlorinated at the behest of the state 

health department. The natural 
sulphur in the spring water reacted 
with the chlorine to cloud the pools. 
Warm water from the springs was 
still used in the facility’s private 
baths, however. In June 1970, the 
city commission closed the building 
after chunks of concrete fell from the 
roof. The Plunge was remodeled and 
reopened, but only operated until 
1976, when the city again closed 
the swimming pool. After several 
proposals to re-use or demolish the 
building, the former bathhouse was 
converted to the Children’s Museum 

of Utah in 1983. The former locker 
rooms, the barber and café were 
converted to exhibit space, and 
the hotel rooms became offices for 
museum staff. The private pools 
and the cavernous room housing 
the main pool are still intact and are 
used for storage.

In fall of 2006, the Children’s 
Museum moved to bigger digs in the 
Gateway, and changed their name 
to Discovery Gateway.  The building 
now remains vacant, while a new use 
is found for the building.  Hopefully, 
this neighborhood landmark will 
continue to be a Capitol Hill fixture 
for years to come.  

Glen Solt
Swedetown Squire

Of all the long-time residents of the 
Capitol Hill community, perhaps no 
one else is as well known or esteemed 
as Glen Solt.  Glen has lived in the 
neighborhood all his life and, with 
the exception of a very brief period 
at the beginning, has always lived in 
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ZIONS BANK®
We Haven’t Forgotten Who

Keeps Us In Business®mickey
Chair Polly Hart 801-355-7203
Vice-Chair Katherine Gardner 801-328-1724
Vice-Chair  Robert King 801-359-9992
Secretary/Treasurer Rosann Greenway 801-518-5471
Historian  Shirley McLaughlan 801-328-4182

Capitol Carol Wood 801-355-6475
DeSoto/Cortez Lorille Miller  801-363-8191
Ensign Downs  Lynn Rasmussen  801-231-9984
Kimball  Victoria Collard  801-595-8575
St. Marks  Nephi Kemmethmueller 801-359-3936
Swedetown  William Salas 801-539-0938
Temple Erlinda Davis 801-531-1964
Warm Springs  Minta Brandon 801-355-1363
Washington  election pending
West High  election pending

Salt Lake City Police Det. David Wierman 801-799-3314
  david.wierman@slcgov.com

Abandoned Shopping Cart Hotline 801-446-7984
Graffiti Busters  801-972-7885
Mobile Watch Trustee Georg Stutzenberger georgst@xmission.com
Mobile Watch Robert King  801-359-9992

Advertising Sylvia Lloyd sylviaklloyd@msn.com
Design/Layout  Kelly Badger bulletin@versionke.com
Events & Mailing  Lola Timmins  lolatimmins@comcast.net
Editorial Content Stephen Sorenson  sorensonstephen@yahoo.com
Web Site  Nick Burns  nick@vanburns.com

Capitol Hill Neighborhood Council Members SLPD / Crisis Intervention

Neighborhood Trustees The Bulletin

The Capitol Hill Neighborhood Council 
bulletin is published monthly by the Capitol Hill 

Neighborhood Council, c/o 355 N. Quince St., 
Salt Lake City, UT 84103. 
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Carman Refrigeration
633 N. 300 West  
801-364-6162

Commercial Heating, 
Air Conditioning & Refrigeration

A. J. Russell, official photographer of the Union Pacific Railroad, took this photograph around 1869. He was 
likely photographing the Bath House built in 1865 and perhaps the roof of the Tabernacle shown in the far dis-
tance.The original Bath House is the long light-colored structure near the right side of the photo. (Courtesy Utah 
Historical Quarterly)
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Announcements Service Opportunity

GET OUT AND VOTE!!!

For voter registration, polling 
locations, and early voting 
locations, please visit the Salt Lake 
County website at: http://www.
slco.org

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD!

The YWCA offers various volunteer 
opportunities for community members.  
An individual or group can volunteer for 
a one-time service project or activity or 
can provide a volunteer commitment on 
a regular basis for an extended period of 
time.  

For more information on any volunteer 
opportunity please contact Carol by 
email cshifflett@ywca.com or phone 
801-537-8601. 

Internet Resources

www.chnc-slc.org
www.downtownrising.com
www.downtownslc.com/events
www.glbtccu.org
www.lds.org/events
www.lds.org/calendar
www.saltlakeactingcompany.org
www.slcgov.com
www.slcgov.com/PublicServices/Gallivan
www.slcityevents.com
www.utah.gov
www.visitsaltlake.com
 

Our sincere thanks to LDS Hospital for printing The Bulletin.

MAY FOUNDRY &
MACHINE CO.

454 W. 600 North
801-531-8931

Swedetown, the pocket of homes at 
approximately 800 West and 1600-
1700 North, west of Beck Street.   

Glen was born in the family home 
at 600 North and 400 West (since 
torn down), but his family moved 
when he was three months old to 
a home in Swedetown.  Glen was 
the ninth of 12 siblings.  “My dad 
was from Nebraska, and did a lot of 
things,” Glen recalls, including work 
as a boxer, a jockey, a sheepherder, 
a turkey farmer, “and mostly a 
heavy equipment operator.”  It was 
this job that brought him to Utah 
and that he pursued as Glen was 
growing up.  Glen’s mother came 
from Taylorsville, herself one of 10 
children.  

Swedetown is a telling example of 
the effect of zoning on an area.  Glen 
relates that, “at some time along the 
way, the City changed the zoning to 
heavy industrial” in Swedetown, and 
maintaining a residence has become 
more challenging through the years 

– Glen estimates that roughly 100 
residents remain.  It wasn’t always 
so.  Glen remembers the pre-
freeway days when “the mountain 
came down to Beck Street” and the 
Swedetown neighborhood included 
what is now at the northern end 
of the Rose Park neighborhood.  
“In those days, Swedetown was 
probably one of the very best 
places in Salt Lake City to live and 
raise a family.  We were out here 
by ourselves, there was really no 
crime – it was just a great place 
to be.”  Those who still live there 
find many of the same attractions, 
although the encroaching industrial 
uses have reduced the number of 
homes.  

Glen met his wife, Mary, at 
West High School.  She was living 
temporarily with her grandparents 
in Swedetown while her father 
fulfilled a work assignment out of 
town.  That was 49 years ago.  Glen 
and Mary have since raised six sons 

and one daughter – all in the old 
family home in Swedetown.   

Glen began doing cement work 
when he was 15 years old, and 
worked successfully as a cement 
contractor until he was 50, then as 
a facilities maintenance supervisor 
until his retirement seven years 
ago.  He now helps his son in his 
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We’re cheap!
Just ask our wives.

X-S Storage
We beat any advertised price

5’ x 5’ up to 16’ x 40’
801-983-8000

1675 N. Beck St. Join the campaign at 
www.VoteRebecca2008.com



own successful business providing 
portable temporary comfort 
stations.  In the neighborhood, Glen 
served a five-year stint as the LDS 
bishop in Swedetown (in the days 
when a separate ward was located 
there) – the small chapel still 
stands, now long since converted 
to industrial use.  He served later 
as bishop in two other wards, as 
ecclesiastical boundaries shifted, 
and as a member of the local stake 
presidency. 

Hate Crime Update
by Lara Jones

Salt Lake City Police Dept

 The Salt Lake City Police 
Department in conjunction with the 
Salt Lake County District Attorney’s 
Office is seeking information on a 
hate crime that occurred August 9, 
2008. 

A male victim was approached 
by a 20-year-old Polynesian male 

suspect at a gathering on Churchill 
Drive on August 9, 2008.  The 
suspect requested a picture with the 
victim.  He then asked the victim 
if he was gay.  When the victim 
indicated he was, the suspect, along 
with several other Polynesian males, 
hit the victim numerous times, 
breaking his orbital bone, requiring 
reconstructive surgery. 

The Police Department has 
identified the main suspect and 
is working with the Salt Lake 
County District Attorney’s Office 
on a warrant. However, the Police 
Department seeks more information 
on the suspect’s associates. Anyone 
with information on this case is 
encouraged to contact the Police 
Department at (801) 799-3000 or 
799-INFO.  Please reference case# 
08-155753.

Capitol Hill Neighborhood Council
c/o Salt Lake Association of Community Councils
PO Box 522038
Salt Lake City UT 84152

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
Salt Lake City, UT
PERMIT NO. 5919

Page 4 October 2008 www.chnc-slc.org

Please support our wonderful sponsors and 
consider becoming a sponsor yourself. Your 

donation may be tax deductible.*

To help sponsor The Bulletin, please contact 
Sylvia Lloyd:  sylviaklloyd@msn.com

$50 per month for 2” x 1 column ($550/yr.) 
$25 per month for 1” x 1 column ($275/yr.)

*the Salt Lake Association of Community Coun-
cils is recognized by the IRS as a section 501(c)

(3), tax-exempt organization.)

Advertise with The Bulletin!continued from page 3

The SLC Film Center brings the world 
of film to local audiences through free 
community screenings and discussions, 
outreach programs, and visiting artists 
and professionals. Emphasizing social 
content and artistic excellence, we present 
the best documentary, independent, 
and dramatic cinema year-round. We 
collaborate with various educational and 
community organizations to promote a 
diversity of ideas, to provide forums for 
underrepresented groups, and to develop 
new audiences for film.

For a calendar of events and for more 
info, visit http://www.slcfilmcenter.org/

GALLERY STROLL
Start your Gallery Stroll at 

the Art Center! Every 3rd Friday 
the Art Center hosts a FREE Art 
Talk at 6:30 p.m.  FREE ROUND TRIP 

SHUTTLE SERVICE FROM NOBROW 
COFFEE TO THE ART CENTER runs 

every 10 minutes.

Upcoming Events

8th Ave. C St., 801-408-1100
www.ldshospital.com

LYNN
RASMUSSEN

GRI, Trustee CHCC
Your Neighborhood

Realtor

801-231-9984


