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The Best Time OfMy Life 
by John Boyack

I was so enamored with this year’s 
Saturday’s Voyeur production that I wound 
up giving giant bear hugs to the staff 
members of our neighborhood Salt Lake 
Acting Company (SLAC) on my way out.

Welcomed or not, they got them. 
My first ever exposure to SLAC’s historic, 

annual fundraising event began better than 
most audience members that night.  My 
ticket was chosen for a prize giveaway 
during their celebratory twist on Utah’s 
Pioneer Day, Pie N Beer Day,

I won a six pack of Pabst Blue Ribbon, 
plus a cherry pie from Smith’s.

From that moment on, I was hooting 
and hollering with every chorus, dance and 
commentary on the current religious and 
political makeup that’s giving Utah both 
local and national attention. 

I was so thrilled and entertained, in fact, 
that I had to mention and encourage my 
surrounding audience members to “follow 
my lead and clap your hands because the 
actors inevitably feed off of the audience’s 
energy, and I can keep you in rhythm!”

This is an absolute, must-see event.  If, for 
nothing else, enjoy its comedic perspective. 

For, in the end, the more serious we 
take ourselves, the more likely we are to 
begin hating what it is that makes us all 
strangely unique and totally (sometimes 

fundamentally) different.
Saturday’s Voyeur runs though August 

16th.  Visit info@saltlakeactingcompany.
org for show times and tickets.

The Universal 
Language of Hope and 

Self-Empowerment
by John Boyack

Very near our Neighborhood Council’s 
southwest boundary is a unique, language 
training center and nonprofit, The English 
Skills Learning Center (ESLC).

ESLC began in 1988 originally as Literacy 
Volunteers of America – Wasatch Front 
(LVA-WF) by Mary Hausen in an effort to 
provide both adult literacy and English as a 
Second Language (ESL) services. 

LVA-WF changed its name in 2003 to 
better reflect their purpose, which since 
2001, has been to emphasize primarily on 
helping and teaching English to non-English 
speaking adult refugees and immigrants.

Volunteer Coordinator, Beth Garstka, 
said, “Most adults are coming in to learn 
because they understand that in order 
to get jobs, keep their jobs, or progress 
within the American workforce, they need 
to communicate more effectively.  They’re 
doing this to better themselves, their lives, 
and to help to continue to provide for their 

families. 
“Most of these adults are extremely smart 

and well educated.  We have a number of 
adults in our programs who know several 
languages in addition to their native tongue; 
they’re just simply lacking the English they 
need to move forward.”

Managing a robust corps of roughly 
150 volunteers, Garstka explained that 
volunteers must agree to make a more 
formal commitment of six months or 100 
hours before they are allowed to help out, 
and must, of course, hold a basic mastery 
of English.

“We’re very fortunate to be located in 
Utah because of the enormous population 
of Utahns who speak at least two languages,” 
said Marstka.

Serving roughly 300 people annually, 
ESLC’s outreach programs are travelling 
throughout the Salt Lake County, with 
a new Midvale program specifically 
targeted towards helping the state’s Latino 
population.

¡Que bueno!
Other ESLC successes include a program 

called, I Can Read, which focused on literacy 
for children reading below their elementary 
grade levels, which was successfully adopted 
by the Utah State Office of Education.

ESLC has expanded in recent years under 
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L-R Jacob Johnson, Steven Fehr, Shanna Jones, Alicia Washington, Kent Harrison Hayes,
 Arika Schockmel, Shannon Musgrave, Kelsie Jepsen, Jesse Pepe, Dustin Bolt, Alexis Baigue    

Walmart Distribution Center in Grantsville has a 
committed group of students. Here, students proudly 

display their certificates.



the new vision of Director, Cathy Barnhart.
New, evolving programs which include 

a typing skills and computer center, along 
with a refugee outreach specialist from 
Burundi, Africa, are helping to push ESLC 
as one of the top ESL programs in the state, 
according to Gartska.

Major funding for ESLC comes from both 
private and public grants from American 
Express, United Way, and others.

To volunteer, or for more information 
please contact Beth Garstka at (801) 328-
5608, or visit, eslcenter.org. 

ESLC is located at 631 N. West Temple, 
Suite 100, and is a registered 501(c) 3 
nonprofit organization.

Gibbs-Thomas Home
137 N. West Temple

Twenty years ago, Dr. J.P. and Elaine 
Hughes purchased the Gibbs-Thomas 
home on West Temple from Mickey 
Hansen.  This month The Bulletin asked 
them to describe the experience of living 

in and restoring a grand old historic home.  
Our thanks to the Hugheses!

 Historical Preservation
by J. P. Hughes 

Historical preservation
With the personal hesitation 
From the cost of things
Expectation brings

It will cost much more
Take longer for sure 
It will not turn out
As you thought about 

It is not just the paint 
Roofing, wiring faint 
It is not just the plumbing 
From the basement coming 

It is out of personal respect 
Of our heritage to inspect 
An old house has a spirit 
When restored you can hear it 

It will say 
Thank you in a way 
An old house has a feeling 
Of another time sealing 

Even when nothing may work 
And the repairs may shirk 
It is the love of the past 
That makes things last

It is the common joy 
More than to employ 
It is a lot of fun 
But is never done 

We were just walking by 
And knocked on door for a try 
To see this old place 
And saw a smiling face 

If you ever want to sell 
Please call us and tell 
We will keep it the same 
For the family that came 
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We’re cheap!
Just ask our wives.

X-S Storage
We beat any advertised price

5’ x 5’ up to 16’ x 40’
801-983-8000

1675 N. Beck St.



It has been twenty years
The project and the tears 
We still can not complete 
The ideas and projects neat 

We are the stewards 
Of a short time towards 
This home of the present 
Until a future will consent 

To “just keep it as a home” 
Where memories can roam 
To be a place to see 
And dedication to Thee 

It is Victorian and tall 
The Oriental and all 
It is a part of our heart 
It is a joy and our art 

For Love of Old
by Elaine J. Hughes

Living, restoring, and preserving 137 
North West Temple, built in 1896, the 
closest home to Temple Square and the 
heart of Salt Lake City, has been a great 
honor and privilege.  Its historical qualities 
of Richard K. A. Kletting architecture and 
Gibbs-Thomas national and state registered 
personal history make it a true gem of 
the city.  Due to the perseverance of Edna 
“Mickey” Hansen it has survived and 
resisted the test of time. 

It is a labor of our love, and a project never 
quite finished, for old homes, like people, 

are etched with character.  One has to see 
the beauty in and live with: rusted, faded, 
frayed, chipped, mended, patched, cracked, 
peeling, sticking, and squeaking things!  

Our grand experience continues to be a 
celebration of things that endure, not only 
those of a home, but those of the heart, 
including emotion, love, character, and 
integrity. 

It is all “for the love of old”!

When Main Street’s 
Your Back Yard

by John Boyack

The views expressed herein are the 
opinions of the writer only and do not 
necessarily reflect the views and opinions of 
the Neighborhood Council. 

I’ll probably receive a lot of silence about 
this.  Notes to church leadership in this 
community might be passed.

But, I feel it a complete oversight of 
Bulletin staff to not comment on the 
recent happenings of our – I mean to say 
– Marmalade District’s very own, Derek 
Jones and Matt Aune. 

Our.  Let me repeat, our neighbors were 
cuffed and searched by LDS Security while 
passing through Main Street Plaza.  Plaza.  
Not more than a month ago.

Plaza:
1 a: a public square in a city or town
Merriam-Webster.com (emphasis added)
Not, private?
And, just last week the video tape of 

that incident was made available for public 
viewing, comment, and, scrutiny.

I am personally connected to these 
individuals, as much as I’m personally 
connected to my brothers and sisters 
and mother and father who are, for the 
majority, law abiding members of the LDS 
Church. 

   August 2009www.chnc-slc.org Page 3

MAY FOUNDRY &
MACHINE CO.

454 W. 600 North
801-531-8931

see page 4

Announcements

The upcoming neighborhood council 
meeting on Sepember 16th will 
include: a post-primary candidate 
forum, The Jam request for a liquor 
license, Howa re-design for the East 
side of Marmalade, and the Mayor’s 
presentation of Public Safety bond.  
The agenda is not yet set, but there 
is a lot going on in the neighborhood 
and these topics will be covered at 
the meeting.  See you all there!

Internet Resources

Our sincere thanks to LDS Hospital for printing The Bulletin.

Please support our wonderful 
sponsors and consider becoming a 

sponsor yourself. Your donation may 
be tax deductible.*

To help sponsor The Bulletin, please contact 
Sylvia Lloyd:  sylviaklloyd@msn.com

$50 per month for 2” x 1 column ($550/yr.) 
$25 per month for 1” x 1 column ($275/yr.)

*the Salt Lake Association of Community 
Councils is recognized by the IRS as a section 

501(c)(3), tax-exempt organization.)

Advertise with The Bulletin!

www.chnc-slc.org
www.downtownrising.com
www.downtownslc.com/events
www.glbtccu.org
www.lds.org
www.saltlakeactingcompany.org
www.slcgov.com
www.slcgov.com/PublicServices/Gallivan
www.slcityevents.com
www.utah.gov
www.visitsaltlake.com

Pilates & YBR™
In Marmalade Hills

Call Nathalie at (801) 550-9054
www.righttothecorestudio.com
RightToTheCore@gmail.com

LYNN
RASMUSSEN

GRI, Trustee CHCC
Your Neighborhood

Realtor

801-231-9984
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Fine, but I cannot comfortably say 
that this incident is anything less than 
abhorrent. 

From my understanding, intolerance 
of fanatic religious ideals not commonly 
acceptable in old-aged-America is what 
paved that annually celebrated trail of 
pioneers who, ultimately, landed here. 

To settle. 
To not be bothered.
Ultimately, to be tolerated.
And, if I have this right, the Mormons 

want to stay put.
New downtown towers, the blind eye 

to the homeless, mixed ripe with the open 
bigotry (or, behind-closed-doors bigotry) 
now has certainly proven so. 

That last grasp to grip downtown with 
a multi-billion dollar rebuild of malls, 
shopping malls, proves so – even as the 
Elders begin to flee our neighborhood 
headed northbound to Bountiful.

A shift is coming. 
An exposure is happening. 
The deeds of the sinners are being 

shouted from the rooftops and no longer is 
situational comfort in control of the hands 
of The Bigot.

Our dog-walking, garden-growing, 
neighbor-serving neighbors were 
handcuffed and thrown, face ground into 
the concrete, for no other reason than pure 
hatred and intolerance:

A different way of living. 
But different living is exactly what the 

LDS Church has desperately depended on 
our Government for protection of!

Matt and Derek aren’t a nonprofit with a 
lobbying arm, they’re just people.

Their lobbying power comes only from 
a unity in purpose.  Unity in a shared 
purpose of equality from individuals.

I do wish to commend those members 
of the LDS faith who have openly 
expressed their disgust for this latest act of 
intolerance. 

That is good, but it’s not all. 
I will go so far as to condemn Boyd K. 

Packer for opening up this can of intolerance 
with his published 1976 manuscript titled, 
For Young Men Only.  His words, quite 
frankly, declare that it’s okay to knock a 
gay person out with your fist – especially if 
you’re not a General Authority.  No public 
face, no public record.  

But not any more, here comes everybody.
I’m ashamed.  I’m ashamed of our 

neighborhood.  Mostly, I’m ashamed 
of those supposed guardians of our 
downtown streets.

This is why the current turns.  This is 
why the current shifts. 

Hombre, I can’t wait until Spanish is 
accepted in state business dealings again. 

And, I can’t wait till I can marry my 
girlfriend in the state of Utah because for 
now, I can’t. Not until our neighbors, Matt 
& Derek, are granted that same privilege.

Upcoming FREE Events!

Gallivan’s Wednesday Rocks
Outdoor rock concerts

Gallivan Center
August 5, 12, and 19.  Doors at 6:00 p.m.

 
Craft Lake City

Alternative Craft Fair
Gallivan Center

August 8, 2:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
 

Gallivan’s Disney Days
Free kid-fun - music, games, food, etc.                                         

Gallivan Center, 
August 18 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

 
Rock ‘N Ribs State BBQ Competition

Gallivan Center
August 22, 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

 
Folk & Bluegrass Festival

Free music festival at the Gallivan Center,
August 29, 2:00 - 10:00 p.m.

 
Pioneer Park Picture Show and Craft 

Market 
“Made in Utah” film screenings                                            

and local crafts.  August 7, 14. 21, and 28
6:00 p.m., movie at 9:00 p.m.

 
Salt Lake City’s Pioneer Park Picnic Series    

Free lunchtime concerts, Pioneer
Park, Thursdays, 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

There is NO meeting in August. 
We will reconvene Wednesday, 

September 16th.

Capitol Hill Neighborhood 
Council Meetings

Wednesday, September 16 2009
State Capitol Senate Cafeteria

8th Ave. C St., 801-408-1100
www.ldshospital.com


