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C apitol Hill Neighborhood Council
Appreciation

by Katherine Gardner, Chair
Capitol Hill Neighborhood Council

I hope you have had a delicious
Thanksgiving and are now looking
forward to a joyous Hanukkah,
a Merry Christmas, and a lovely
Kwanzaa. 2009 has been a busy year
for everyone associated with the
Capitol Hill Neighborhood Council:
council members, trustees, SLPD,
mobile watch, the bulletin, advocates,
and especially Polly Hart. Thanks for
your willingness to devote your time
and efforts to the neighborhood. That
is one of the reasons this is such a
pleasant place to live.
When you plan your new year, be
sure to include Capitol Hill meetings
the third Wednesday of most months
(not August or December) at 6:30 p.m.
I am looking forward to this next year
and I think my new answering machine
is working. There is also a trustee
representative for every area. We are
all anxious to be helpful and some of
you have been doing just that for many
years. Thanks again.

Featured Neighbor

Bryson and Jan Garbett
by Corrine Sorensen

For most of us, the week between
Christmas and New Year’s will be taken
up with parties, relaxing, overeating,
and other rather standard holiday
traditions. Bryson and Jan Garbett,
with most of their eight children and a
group of family and friends, will repeat
their own unique annual tradition. On
December 25, the Garbetts will travel
to Carmen Yalchuch, Mexico, a village
at an elevation of 8,000 feet where a
Mayan dialect, rather than Spanish, is
spoken. There they’ll spend the next
ten days building a junior high school.

Bryson & Jan Garbett

Bryson has family roots in the
Capitol Hill neighborhood, where his
father grew up. Bryson wryly notes
that, when he was 18, “nobody would
hire me, so I went to work for my
brother.” His brother was a contractor,
and Bryson started as a framer. His
main work ever since has been in
construction and development.
Jan graduated from the University
of Utah with a degree in English. She
and Bryson met when he gave a talk
in church as a visiting speaker, and
they married in 1977. Her English
background was put to frequent use
over the years as she helped with
homework assignments for, eventually,
six sons and two daughters. In the
meantime, Bryson and Jan expanded
his contracting and development work,
and in the 1980s, formed Garbett
Homes. Their business goal, Bryson
says, is to “build affordable homes, well.”
Hard work and attention to quality
have resulted in a successful business
that has provided homes for thousands
over the years.
“We’re probably
the largest builder of townhouses
in the state,” Bryson remarks. In
2006, Garbett Homes moved its

headquarters (and the Garbetts moved
their home from Sandy) to the old
William Dickson mansion southeast
of the Capitol (formerly Kay Malone’s
bed and breakfast).
So how did spending the holidays in
Mexico emerge from all this? Twelve
years ago, the Garbetts and their
children were planning a family trip
to Disneyworld when they learned of
a group that was planning to travel
to a Mexican village to serve during
the holidays. That sounded more
rewarding than Disneyworld, so the
Garbetts changed their plans and have
never looked back – or, as Bryson puts
it, “We haven’t been able to let go”
once they saw the amount of good that
could be done.
Now, a dozen years later, the
Garbetts’
foundation,
with
an
emphasis on providing educational
opportunities to young people,
annually awards 160 scholarships to
high school students in Mexico as well
as building schools. Last year the wife
of the governor of Chiapas attended
the inaugural ceremonies for a school
the Garbetts had just built, and saw
see page 2
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that the methods they use are faster,
less costly, and better attuned to the
climate than the means then in use. As
a result, the State of Chiapas has built
roughly 2,000 schools this year by the
new methods.
By the way, nothing would please the
Garbetts more than to have others join
them on their holiday building trek. If
you’re interested and are not otherwise
occupied during the 2010 holidays,
give Bryson or Jan a call – this holiday
tradition will continue for many years
to come.

Memories of Christmas
time on Capitol Hill
by Harries Lloyd

Editors’ note: This is a reprint of an
article which ran in the Bulletin in
December, 2005. Harries Lloyd is a
former trustee for our Council from
the Ensign Peak neighborhood. We

appreciate his sharing of memories of
earlier Christmases on Capitol Hill.
Ice-skating was something we
really liked to do in the winters, but
of course, you would never think of
going to a commercial rink and paying.
There were several other possibilities.
Dad and we boys would tamp down
the snow in our back yard on DeSoto
Street and then fill the area with water
– the location was good but the ice was
quite rough. My friend, Bill Beesley,
and I would clean off the ice on the
pond in Memory Grove sometimes;
that was a smoother sheet of ice. The
best, though, was Decker Lake when
it got cold enough to freeze over. I
remember big bonfires with piles of
old tires at the edge of the ice and
playing tag with the other skaters. The
only drawback was that you had to be
careful of thin ice if you got into the
reeds.
There were four boys and three girls
in our family. Those were safer days
for trick-or-treaters, and Mom was
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well-known for homemade doughnuts
and caramel apples at Halloween. We
lived on DeSoto Street in a house our
Grandfather Ashton built.
A more risky winter activity was
sledding on the steep streets on Capitol
Hill. We used to sleigh-ride down Wall
Street and Zane Avenue, crazy as that
now sounds. The city road people
would cooperate in those days by
blocking off some steep roads and not
putting ashes on them, which made for
good sledding, especially at night. Lee
Capel almost got killed once sledding
down Zane Avenue – he stopped
under a car. After a big snowfall we
would take a big coal shovel, sit on it,
and ride it down Wall Street. It’s really
a wonder no one got seriously hurt. If
it was cold enough and the street was
good and icy, you could start at the top
of Wall Street and get the rust off your
runners all the way down to Wasatch
Springs at the bottom of the hill. A
shorter but equally exciting run was on
East Girard to DeSoto.
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The north end of the Capitol Grounds,
before the State Office Building and
upper parking lot were there, had a
fine slope where Bill Beesley and I first
learned to ski. It was fun, too, to ski off
of Little Ensign in the foothills north
of DeSoto Street when enough snow
accumulated. Standing hidden behind
the bushes on the Capitol grounds
and pegging snowballs at the cars on
Columbus Street was also a favored but
hazardous pastime. It’s almost a cliche
to say that the winters were colder and
the snow heavier in those days, but it
really seems that way to me.
I have a lot of happy Christmas
memories of Capitol Hill, gathering
at my grandparents’ home on DeSoto
Street – lots of aunts, uncles, and
cousins with caroling and smells of
good cooking and the Christmas tree.
When Audrey and I began our own
family we took work in California
where we lived for the next 30 years.
Since retiring we’ve returned to
Capitol Hill and have built up a new
Capitol Hill Neighborhood
Council Meetings
Wednesday, January 10 2010
State Capitol Senate Cafeteria
No meeting in December.
We will reconvene Wednesday,
January 10th.

December 2009

set of happy Christmas and winter
memories – skiing free at Park City
(until they revoked it) but definitely
not sledding down Wall Street or Zane
Avenue.

The Salt Lake
Hardware Building
105 North 400 West

Editor’s Note: This month’s article
originally ran in the February 2002
issue detailing information from
Jeff Gochnour of Gastronomy, Inc.,
including articles from The Salt Lake
Tribune, the Deseret News, and the
Utah Heritage Foundation.
In April, 1909, The Salt Lake Tribune
proclaimed the newly constructed
Salt Lake Hardware warehouse on
400 West “the largest building in the
United States west of Chicago,” and
even today, facts about the building are
impressive.
Size: Built by the rapidly expanding
Salt Lake Hardware Co. 20 years after
its founding, the warehouse reflects
Utah’s boomtown industrial growth
at the beginning of the 20th century.
Each of the building’s five stories
is 280.5 feet by 165 feet, or slightly
more than an acre, designed (again
according to the Tribune) so that “eight
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The City Council meeting is normally the
first and third Tuesday of each month at
7:00 p.m. and the Planning Commision
on the second and fourth Wednesday
of each month at 5:00 p.m. http://www.
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In 2010 watch for progress on the
Salt Lake Regional Athletic Complex
between Redwood Road and I-215 at
2000 North!

wagons can be driven on the ground
floor to load or unload stuff, and at the
same time eight cars of freight could
be loaded or unloaded and there would
be no confusion while the work was
going on.” Total square feet of space
– 225,000.
Bricks: Over two million bricks
were used in construction (which,
if laid end to end, would stretch 260
miles). Fifty masons had 65 days to
complete the work.
Ceilings: Each floor has a different
ceiling height – the first floor is 14
feet so that if horses reared while
see page 4
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Our sincere thanks to LDS Hospital for printing The Bulletin.
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  unloading, they would not hit their

heads. The second floor has 12-foot
ceilings, the third 10-foot, the fourth
nine-foot, and the fifth, eight-foot
ceilings in the middle and 12-foot at
the east and west sides.
Lumber: Over four million boardfeet of lumber was used, and the
renovation in the 1990s retained the
Oregon fir columns and beams (as well
as the brick wall in the center of the
building).
Windows: The building’s 20 rooms
included 379 windows with 1,600
panes of glass, reflecting Greek Revival
stylistic influences.
The “Chute”: In 1938, Salt Lake
Hardware added two large circular
parts chutes to allow boxes to be sent
from upper floors to the first-floor
shipping area without waiting for the
elevators. The design angle allowed
boxes to slide at a constant speed
during descent, minimizing damage.
One chute was removed during
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renovation, but one (three feet wide
and 55 feet high) was sandblasted,
painted, and retained in the atrium.
Cost:
The original cost of
construction
was
$135,000.
Gastronomy, Inc., spent more than
$15 million in the 1990s to renovate
the space.
Renovation: Salt Lake Hardware
closed the warehouse in 1986 and the
building was purchased four years
later by Gastronomy, Inc. Originally
intending the space for a restaurant,
the company found development for
more commercial space more feasible.
This renovation included creation
of a five-story central atrium with
skylights, allowing natural brightness
on each floor. The familiar water
tower was left in place (originally the
tower was the main component of the
building’s fire control system, designed
so that water could run down through
a system of ceiling pipes in the event
of a blaze.)
The slogan, “The Salt Lake Hardware
Co.: Everything in Hardware,” was
painted on the original front on 400
West, between the third and fourth
floors. In those days the Company’s
catalog boasted “the largest and
most complete stock of general and
household hardware, utensils, tools,
stoves and ranges, etc., west of the
Mississippi River.” Today the old
warehouse “is a class-A office building

www.chnc-slc.org

in a historical shell,” says Jeff Gochnour
of Gastronomy, “It has the charm of
the old historic structure with all the
amenities of a brand new building. It
is quite spectacular.”
Upcoming FREE Events!

Annual Capitol Hill
Neighborhood
Carol Service
Christmas Eve
December 24
at 5:00 p.m.
At the Rock Chapel
West of the Capitol
(413 West Capitol Street)
Featuring bell ringers and
community carol singing
All are welcome! Please join us
for this great traditional event!

WRITERS WANTED
For small, local business
profiles or Arts and
Entertainment features. contact
bulletin@versionke.com

