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This Old House

Capitol Hill Market
& Farnes House
361-365 North Main Street
by Nelson Knight

Don’t tell the editors of this
newsletter, but I am a resident of the
suburbs, or the closest thing that Salt
Lake City has to offer: the Westpointe
neighborhood in West Salt Lake.
In our neighborhood, we drive to
get just about anything, or else we risk
our lives crossing Redwood Road on
our way to the local strip mall. I envy
all of you who can take a short walk to
Em’s Restaurant, or even the 7-11 on
300 West. Perhaps that’s why I’m so
taken with corner stores such as the
subject of this month’s article.
The store has long since departed,
but this building reminds us that once
upon a time we had lots of corner
stores in Capitol Hill, and the physical
reminders still dot the neighborhood.
Research from 1979 available at
the State History’s office in the Rio
Grande Depot indicate that both the
house at 365 and the store at 361
were built about 15 years apart for the
same owners. The house came first,
in 1904.
Robert Aird Brown built the house
for his sister, Barbara Brown Farnes.
Robert had lived with his family on
this property, but moved to Park City

in 1904 (perhaps due to his occupation
as a miner) before moving back a year
later and settling across the street at
364 North Main.
Barbara and her husband Willard
moved into the house upon its
completion in 1905. Brother Robert
remained the couple’s landlord until
1907, when they purchased the house
on contract for $2,500.
Willard originally hailed from Logan
and served in the “Utah Battery” of
artillery in the Philippines during the
Spanish-American War.
Barbara was a native of Scotland.
The couple married in 1904, around
the time they moved into the house.
They raised their three children in the
house while Willard worked for Silver
Brothers Iron Works.
In 1919, the couple built the store
next door to their home. Like many
small commercial businesses of the
time, it consisted of a large front room
with a small storage room at the back.
We weren’t able to locate any photos
of the building during its time as a

grocery, but typical stores had a long
counter along one wall, display space
on the other side, with tall shelves
with merchandise lining the walls.
The Farnes did not stay in the house
for long. By 1925, they had moved
to Sugar House, and the house was
owned by James & Luna Mace. They
also owned the grocery. By 1936, the
store was listed in city directories
as the Capitol Hill Market, which it
remained for the next 23 years.
The house at this time was in
separate ownership, and went through
a series of renters. A. Edward Greer,
a welder at the Utah Oil Refinery, was
an early long term tenant with his
wife Melvina. Later long term tenants
included Mrs. Ethel D. Wilcox and
Golden A. Stucki.
In 1972, the building was Lucky Day
Cleaners, but by 1978 the cleaners
see page 2
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had closed and photos show broken
front windows and doors. The former
store has been rescued and converted
to residential use – it sports a jaunty
new paint job these days, as well!
Concerns about parking, long
hours, and traffic aside, perhaps it’s
time we considered returning these
small commercial buildings to their
original uses. Changes in zoning
over time has required that these
markets and cleaners be closed, or be
left as non-conforming uses. When
care and thought has been given
to mitigate negative impacts, the
ones that remain, such as Em’s, have
flourished.
Do you own a house in the historic
district?
Are you planning any
remodeling in the next year? You
may qualify for tax credits for historic
rehabilitation projects, as well as for
energy efficiency. Contact Nelson
Knight at Utah State History (801-

www.chnc-slc.org

533-3562 or nwknight@utah.gov) or
Google “Utah Historic Tax Credit” for
details.

SB 81

by David E. Svikhart
Everybody’s got an opinion on
illegal immigration.
A State of Utah law that takes
effect on July 1, 2009, Senate Bill 81,
tackles the issue head on. It appears,
however, that the law will not be
enforced by many local jurisdictions
across the state.
SB 81 was passed during the 2008
legislative session and requires that
immigrants be documented relative
to their ‘citizenship standing’ in the
United States. No provisions, financial
or otherwise, were provided in the
law regarding enforcement. A clause
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exists giving local law enforcement
an option to ‘cross-deputize’ their
officers in order to enforce federal
immigration law. Many jurisdictions,
however, have stated they will not be
taking that action.
And from City Weekly, a local
entertainment-based tabloid that
offers a sampling of news/opinion
for the Wasatch Front, Eric S.
Peterson writes in the April 16th
edition that Utah landlords renting to
undocumented aliens after July 1st are
committing a crime (“harboring an
undocumented worker for personal
financial gain becomes a class A
misdemeanor”).
A similar law, Peterson writes,
was challenged in Farmers Branch,
TX, where the city lost, costing
taxpayers an estimated $2 million
in legal fees and penalties as the law
was overturned by the Texas 5th
Circuit Court of Appeals. A law in
Oklahoma is going through a similar
constitutional challenge.
So what will happen on July 1st? It’s
hard to say.
If landlords knowingly “harbor”
an undocumented worker, who
will enforce the law beyond federal
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Immigration and Customs officers?
Probably no one.
And, if a landlord is caught by
the feds, will the landlord test the
constitutionality of the Utah law?
One would think so. But then that
gets very expensive, very quickly.
Patterns in Utah’s demographics
were recently highlighted in an article
from the Salt Lake Tribune. Statewide, city by city population estimates
were recently released by the Census
Bureau. The estimates were gathered
up to July 1, 2008 so they obviously
don’t show the ripple effects of the
credit crisis/Wall Street bailout and
its impact on housing. However,
planners and city managers quoted
in the article all say that building and
development in their jurisdictions has
slowed dramatically.
Saratoga Springs (in northern Utah
County) experienced the highest
rate of growth since 2000, expanding
from 1,000 residents to over 16,000,
a 1,200% increase. No other city
in Utah realized 1,000%+ growth
for the same term. Cities enjoying
triple-digit growth are: Cedar Hills
(Utah County), Eagle Mountain
(Utah County), Herriman (Salt Lake
County), Lehi (Utah County), Nibley
City (Cache County), Syracuse
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(Davis County), Washington City
(Washington County) and West
Haven (Weber County). For the
period of July 2007 to July 2008, West
Haven was the fastest growing city in
the state.
Census Bureau growth statistics
for the period of 2000-2008 for each
city and town in Utah can be found
here: http://extras.sltrib.com/census/
census_list.xls
So, stay tuned. It appears that Utah
may once again be in the national
spotlight.
David Svikhart is a Multifamily
Specialist Advisor at Sperry Van Ness

Protecting Tenants At
Foreclosure Act
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90-days to vacate. The act applies to
every residential lease in the country
and it took effect immediately.
The law requires the following:
• Provide bona fide tenants with 90
days notice prior to eviction and
• Allow bona fide tenants with
leases to occupy the property until
the end of the lease term except the
lease can be terminated on 90 days
notice if the unit is sold to a purchaser
who will occupy the property
• The notice applies to term leases
and to month-to-month oral/written
leases
• The successor in interest (generally
the purchaser) has to honor the lease
agreement they took over
• The successor in interest has
to continue to honor the contract
with the Housing Authorities for the

by Francisca Blanc

On May 20, 2009, a new federal
law took effect, which provides
protections for renters living in
foreclosed residential properties
(Public Law 111-22; Title VIIProtecting Tenants at Foreclosure
Act). The Act is part of the Helping
Families Save their Homes Act of
2009. It provides residents with at least
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Announcements

Eat More Veggies!
The Downtown Alliance presents the
new Harvest Market beginning Tuesday,
August 4 from 4pm - 8pm in Pioneer
Park. Fresh-picked produce is now offered
every Tuesday evening through October
13. Start planning your meals with the
finest and freshest bounty of the harvest
including berries, cucumbers, eggplants,
peaches, melons and more at the peak of
the season.

Internet Resources
www.chnc-slc.org
www.downtownrising.com
www.downtownslc.com/events
www.glbtccu.org
www.lds.org
www.saltlakeactingcompany.org
www.slcgov.com
www.slcgov.com/PublicServices/Gallivan
www.slcityevents.com
www.utah.gov
www.visitsaltlake.com

Our sincere thanks to LDS Hospital for printing The Bulletin.

Advertise with The Bulletin!

Please support our wonderful
sponsors and consider becoming a
sponsor yourself. Your donation may
be tax deductible.*
To help sponsor The Bulletin, please contact
Sylvia Lloyd: sylviaklloyd@msn.com
$50 per month for 2” x 1 column ($550/yr.)
$25 per month for 1” x 1 column ($275/yr.)
*the Salt Lake Association of Community
Councils is recognized by the IRS as a section
501(c)(3), tax-exempt organization.)
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Section 8 rental voucher recipients
• Both renter and successor in
interest have to respect the lease
agreement, and the rules and
regulations of the property
If you are a renter:
• You must receive an eviction
notice if the property undergoes
foreclosure. Notice of foreclosure sale
doesn’t constitute eviction notice
• Even if you have a month-tomonth oral agreement with the
property owner, you must receive a
90-day notice
• If you receive a notice of
foreclosure sale or eviction notice due
to foreclosure, contact immediately
the responsible party to ensure where
to send the rent payment.
• You should also provide them with
a copy of the original lease. If there is
no lease, provide them with copies of
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July 2009

your checks or money orders of the
previous rent payments.
• You must continue to pay your
rent
• If your checks return, you don’t
know where to send the payment,
or you can’t make contact with any
responsible party of the property,
you can always open up a saving
account and deposit the rent money.
Remember, if you don’t pay your
rent or if you will not have available
immediately past due rents, you can
be evicted in 3-days
For more information, please visit
www.utahhousing.org/public_policy.
htm.
Capitol Hill Neighborhood
Council Meetings
Wednesday, July 15, 2009
State Capitol Senate Cafeteria
6:00pm Mobile Watch Meeting
6:30pm Neighborhood Council Meeting
Welcome by Chair, Polly Hart
6:35
Police Report, Brian Wahlin
6:45
Mobile Watch Report, Georg
Stutzenberger
7:00
Mayor’s Office Report, Joyce Valdez
7:10
Elected Officials Reports
7:45
Adjourn

No Meeting in August!
Next meeting:
September 16, 2009, 6:30 p.m.

www.chnc-slc.org
Upcoming FREE Events!

2009 Twilight Concert Series
at The Gallivan Center
Thursdays @ 7pm

July 16
July 23
July 30
August 6
August 13
August 20
August 27

The Black Keys, Human
Highway
M. Ward, Land of Talk
Sonic Youth, Awesome
Color
Q-Tip, B.o.B
Toots and the Maytals,
N.A.S.A.
Iron & Wine, Okkervil River
Robert Randolph & the
Family Band, Black Joe
Lewis & The Honeybears

Brigham Young Park
Concerts, July-August
July 17
8:00p
		
		
July 21
8:00p
July 28
8:00p
July 31
8:00p
August 4 7:30p
August 7 7:30p
August 11 7:30p
August 18 7:30p
August 25 7:30p
August 28 7:30p

Pioneer Day
Commemoration
Concert
Miles to Go
Touch of Polynesia
On the Air
Waking Erin
Cinnamon Creek
T Minus 5
My Sisters
Paul Burnside Band
Fire on the Mountain

