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Mohamed Banaga
Sudanese-American
Computer Scientist

Why would Mohamed Banaga,
a recently naturalized U.S. citizen,
choose to live in Utah rather than
joining members of his family in
North Carolina or San Francisco?
It’s because he really likes Utah, and
because he finds that the Capitol Hill
neighborhood has the same peaceful
feeling as the village in central Sudan
where he lived as a boy.
Mohamed’s tribe had mixed Arab
and African ancestry, and “looked like
a cocktail,” he jokes, with individual
characteristics from Arab across the
range of native African tribal shades.
The Sudanese civil war that broke
out in 1992 was a militia war that
came within 150 miles of Mohamed’s
home, and its devastating economic
impact caused widespread suffering.
As a young man, Mohamed left his
homeland as a refugee and seized an
opportunity to further his education
in India.
Mohamed spent the next several
years working and learning in India,
and gained a Bachelor’s Degree in
electronics and a Master’s Degree in
computer science in 2003. He was
then working for the United Nations
as a computer programmer and could

not return to Sudan (the peace treaty
ending the civil war was not signed
until 2005), so emigrated to the United
States in August 2003. Mohamed has
spent the intervening years successfully
working toward his citizenship and
further education. He will soon take
the Graduate Record Exam, and
plans to pursue further graduate
work in either telecommunications or
biomedical informatics.
He has enjoyed living in Utah. “Utah
is beautiful,” he says, “and the people
here are very good, very helpful.” He
has lived in another area of Salt Lake
City, but finds Capitol Hill “more safe
and peaceful. I feel like I’m really at
home here.”

This Old House

Foster-Smith Duplex
226-230 N. West Temple
by Nelson Knight
Every once in a while, my job in
the historic preservation office at the
Utah Division of State History gives
me a reason to spend an afternoon
browsing through old newspapers. For
many years, this was a tedious process
of heading to the library, looking up
rolls of microfilm, threading them
through the intricate spindles of a
reader, and then squinting to read a
dark image on a microfilm negative.
The newspapers were not indexed
and finding information was through
either sheer luck or the patience of,
well, a librarian.
Recent digitization efforts by the
University of Utah’s Marriott Library
have made this process vastly easier, so
that even those of us with no patience
at all now have a valuable new history
resource available from our computer.
At http://digitalnewspapers.org the
Marriott Library maintains a searchable

archive of over fifty Utah newspapers,
containing an ever-expanding run of
daily and weekly articles dating from
the first issue of the Deseret News,
Utah’s first newspaper, in 1850, to 1976
issues of the Vernal Express. For Salt
Lake City, in addition to the Deseret
News, the collection contains issues
of The Salt Lake Tribune, Herald, and
Telegram.
Real estate was always a hot topic
in the paper’s business section,
providing a trove of news, notes, and
even renderings and photographs of
the latest buildings to go up in the
city. Time marches on, and these
new buildings are now our historic
buildings, and we are finding out
more about them through the digital
newspapers.org site.
Take this month’s house, for
example: This duplex sits at the north
end of West Temple in the heart of the
Marmalade district (West Temple on
this block was once known as Apple
Street). Research conducted for the
city by architectural historian Korral
Broschinsky laid out many of the
see page 2

Capitol Hill Neighborhood
Council Meetings
Wednesday, January 20, 2010
State Capitol Senate Cafeteria
6:00pm Mobile Watch Meeting
6:30pm Neighborhood Council Meeting
Welcome by Chair
•
Mobile Watch Report, Georg
Stutzenberger
•
Police Report, Brian Wahlin
•
Mayor’s Office Report, Joyce Valdez
•
Elected Officials Reports
•
Unfinished Business
•
Neighborhood Housing Services,
Neighborworks - Renee
•
Recycling Program, Mitch Davis
•
Neighborhood Forum
•
Adjourn

Next meeting:
February 17, 2010, 6:30 p.m.
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pertinent architectural and historic
details of the house. Built in 1908,
the home stands on land once owned
by the Groesbeck family. Nicholas
and Elizabeth Groesbeck, heads of
the clan, lived in the house just south
of this one (for those of you keeping
score, the Groesbeck home was the
subject of an article in February 2009).

Their daughter, Josephine Groesbeck
Smith, was willed this property upon
their deaths. The steep building site
did not deter building the house on
the lot, though the long side was reoriented toward the street due to
the topography. Korral speculated
that perhaps the house was built for
Josephine’s son Nicholas and his wife
Florence Gay, who were still newlyweds
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at the time of construction. Census
and directory research indicated that
the residents were mostly short-term
renters.
I ran across an article on the
digitalnewspapers.org
site
that
supplied additional details about what
turns out to be a unique house. The
March 26, 1910 issue of the Salt Lake
Telegram notes a new type of dwelling
in Salt Lake City: the double bungalow.
“The bungalow craze which struck Salt
Lake over a year ago and resulted in the
erection of several hundred houses of
that style, is to be used very freely in the
future in double houses and terraces.
One of the first of these structures is
that built by Nicholas G. Morgan on
Apple Street. The house was finished
some time ago and rented so readily
that other builders are planning the
erection of the double bungalows this
spring.”
Among the house’s first residents to
rent “so readily” included Marcenas
and Elizabeth Foster. They lived in the
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south half of the duplex at the time of
the 1910 census. In 1920, the residents
were Cecil Holley, a sales clerk, and
his wife Ruby, as well as Richard &
Agnes Dykes and their two daughters.
A long-term resident was the widow
Bessie Rogers from the 1930s through
the 1950s. Ownership remained in
the Smith family until 1955, when it
was sold to Jennie M. Hoel, one of its
occupants, who stayed in the house
until her death in 1972.
Designers for the building were
the partnership of Cannon & Fetzer,
prolific architects in Utah but known
on Capitol Hill for their design of West
High (both the still standing main
building and the demolished technical
building) and the Wasatch Plunge
(the former Children’s Museum on
Beck Street). Lewis Telle Cannon
& John B. Fetzer formed their longlasting partnership in 1907, making
this one of their early projects. The
pair remained in business together
until 1937, and were the architects for
the Park Building at the University of
Utah and the Deseret Savings (First
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Security) Building on First South and
Main, as well as many institutional and
governmental buildings throughout
the state.
Their design for “two
bungalows placed prettily together”
as noted by the 1910 Telegram article
makes this house one of the unique
contributing buildings in the Capitol
Hill Historic District.

Summary of the
Proposed Alcohol
Zoning Amendment

by Katherine Gardner, Chair
Capitol Hill Neighborhood Council

Salt Lake City Mayor, Ralph Becker,
and the city Planning Division have
prepared a proposal that would change
many of the rules for alcohol-serving
businesses in the city. On December
8, the City Council approved the
changes effecting downtown and the
RMU (residential mixed use) and MU
(mixed use) zones.
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A second part of the proposal
was considered by the city Planning
Commission December 9, and
will be taken up again on January
27.
The Planning Commission’s
recommendation will go to the City
Council for final decision. The city
has sent out a 194-page electronic
copy of the staff report. A 189-page
version is available on the Planning
Commission’s website at http://www.
slcgov.com/boards/plancom/2009/
December/Alcohol%20Regulations.
pdf
This second part would discontinue
the current alcohol overlay map
(which shows where alcohol-serving
businesses can go) and would newly
open certain areas of the city to
alcohol-serving businesses, based on
zoning.
This proposal is about locations
for taverns, social clubs, and
microbreweries (which would be
allowed in any commercial zone except
CN (commercial neighborhood), and
dining clubs and brewpubs, which
would be allowed as a conditional use
see page 4

MAY FOUNDRY &
MACHINE CO.
454 W. 600 North
801-531-8931

Pilates & YBR™

In Marmalade Hills

Call Nathalie at (801) 550-9054
www.righttothecorestudio.com
RightToTheCore@gmail.com
Announcements
Note to Trustees
Would you believe the three top
choices for Trustee meeting were the
3rd Wednesday after our regular CHNC
meeting, and Thursday and Friday late
afternoon tied for second. At first I thought
no way, but after due consideration I
thought why not try.
This will mean I will try and conclude
our meetings at a reasonable time and you
will be deprived of chatting time so we can
expedite our Trustee obligations. See you
January 20th at 6:30 p.m. & at 8:10 p.m.

Internet Resources
www.chnc-slc.org
www.downtownrising.com
www.downtownslc.org/events
www.glbtccu.org
www.lds.org
www.saltlakeactingcompany.org
www.slcgov.com
www.slcgov.com/PublicServices/Gallivan
www.slcityevents.com
www.utah.gov
www.visitsaltlake.com
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in CN, RB (residential-business), and
RO (residential-office) zones (as well as
other commercial zones).
Both dining clubs and brewpubs
require at least 50% of total sales
revenue to come from the sale of
food. Taverns and social clubs have
no minimum food sales requirement.
This proposal does not effect restaurant
alcohol licenses, which must have at
least 70% of revenue from food and
can only serve alcohol to patrons who
also order food. Dining clubs, social
clubs, brewpubs, and taverns can serve
alcohol to patrons who do not order
food. Examples of dining clubs include
Fat’s Grill and Fiddler’s Elbow in Sugar
House. Examples of brewpubs include
Squatters Pub downtown and Desert
Edge Brewery at Trolley Square.
The number of licenses for dining
clubs, social clubs, and brewpubs are
limited, and few, if any, are available at
any given time. The number of tavern
licenses is not limited.
Some additional restrictions apply.
State laws prohibit alcohol-selling
establishments within a certain distance
of schools, parks, and churches. The
city’s proposal requires that to be
eligible, CN, RB, or RO zones must
comprise at least a half-acre (counting
adjacent parcels with the same zoning),
and an alcohol-serving business can be
no closer than 600 feet to another such
business in these zones. Examples of
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CN zones include 1500 East and 1500
South, 1300 South and 1700 East. An
RB zone runs most of the way from
1300 South to about 1800 South on
1100 East.
Taverns, social clubs, microbreweries,
dining clubs, and brewpubs would
be allowed as conditional uses in CB
(community business) zones; these
include 900 East and 900 South, the
200 South block of 1300 East, and 1300
South and 2100 East.
Thought’s from the Chair...
I believe that the proposed City
Alcohol Zoning Amendment will pass
the City Council again. The first part
of the proposal effecting downtown
passed December 8. The second will
be considered again by the Planning
Commission January 27 and by the City
Council in February.
There have been some concerns in
Council Areas (including ours) that
there is a need for some additional
regulation to protect neighborhoods
that were not previously affected by
alcohol zones. Some of these concerns
have been noise, parking, outdoor
smoking, lighting, etc.
If you share some of these concerns
(or others) please inform your trustee
before January 27 so they can give you
recommendations to the CHNC.
If the Amendment does pass
there may be at least some of the
neighborhood suggestions included.
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Upcoming FREE Events!

Salt Lake Art Center
Reawakened Beauty:
Tillman Crane’s Jordan River
Photographs
The Salt Lake Art Center presents
contemporary exhibitions and
programs of art, which have
aesthetic and social consciousness,
which elicit civil dialogue about
crucial issues, which evoke
emotional responses, and which
are thought provoking to the
community and to other artists.
Through February 27, 2010
Tuesday-Thursday
11:00am-6:00pm
Friday
11:00am-9:00pm
Saturday
11:00am-6:00pm

WRITERS WANTED
For small, local business
profiles or Arts and
Entertainment features. contact
Katherine @ 801-328-1724

