Issue No 106

March 2010

www.chnc-slc.org

Th e B u l l e t i n
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Capitol Hill Neighborhood
Council Meetings
Wednesday, March 17, 2010
State Capitol Senate Cafeteria
6:00pm Mobile Watch Meeting

This Old House

The George and Annie
Culmer House

Formerly 158 N. Main Street
by Nelson Knight
Occasionally this column examines
buildings that are no longer in
existence, but this month’s building
is unique. To my knowledge, this
is the only building on Capitol Hill
that has been torn down twice –
sort of. Old timers may remember
that this house stood from 1881 to
1972 at 158 N. Main, just west of the
Kimball-Whitney family cemetery.
Indeed, the Kimballs were the first
owners of the property – this was
part of LDS leader Heber C. Kimball’s
original lot.
George F. Culmer
purchased the lot from the Kimballs
in September, 1880, and soon after
began construction of this house.
Capitol Hill, then known as Arsenal
Hill, was one of the most fashionable
neighborhoods in the city, with the
Culmer house joining other opulent
homes such as those of the McCune
and Fritsch families. George, his wife
Annie, children George and Harry,
and Ellen Smith, a housekeeper,
moved into the house around 1881.

The home was similar to his brother
William’s which was built at about
the same time and still stands on the
corner of C Street and 1st Avenue.
Both houses were distinguished by
their dormers and mansard-roofed
turrets, which are signature elements
of the Second Empire Style (and also
give the houses their stereotypical
haunted house appearance).
George and William, along with
their brother Henry (also known as
H.L.A.), emigrated from England to
the Salt Lake Valley in their teens.
According to William’s published
biography, they were friends of
Charles Dickens. The brothers began
a number of commercial ventures,
first a wholesale grocery, then later
a paint and glass company. With
George at the head of the ventures,
the brothers soon expanded their
enterprise to include sandstone
and marble quarries, a brickworks,
a manufacturer of architectural
metalwork, and an asphalt mine at
Pariette in eastern Utah. Stone from
their quarries in Kyune Utah formed
the grey exterior of the Salt Lake City
& County Building. In conjunction
with W.H. Jennings, the brothers
formed a road company which, it is
claimed, installed the first asphalt

6:30pm Neighborhood Council Meeting
• Welcome by Chair
• Mobile Watch Report, Georg
Stutzenberger
• Police Report, Brian Wahlin
• Mayor’s Office Report, Joyce Valdez
• Elected Officials Reports
• Northwest Quadrant, Nancy Saxton
• SLC Public Utilities, Vanessa Welch,
Water Shed Specialist
• Natural Gas Line, Renee
• Kern River Transition, Doug Gibbons
• Public Forum
• Adjourn

Next meeting:
April 21, 2010, 6:30 p.m.

roads in Salt Lake City.
Anne Haynes, George’s wife,
was also a native of England. She
immigrated with her family to Utah
at age 16, reportedly on the first
railroad train to arrive in Salt Lake.
Anne and George were married in
the Endowment House on March
21, 1870, and they lived in the lower
Avenues before moving to their
house on North Main Street. In
addition to their two sons, they had
three children who did not survive
childhood.
Newspaper accounts
show that Annie was a fixture of the
Salt Lake social scene.
It is no doubt that George’s
commercial ventures provided the
building materials for the house.
Brother H.L.A. provided additional
touches to the interior of the building.
He is still known as one of Utah’s
pioneering landscape artists, and
he added paintings and stencilwork
to the walls and ceilings of the
house. H.L.A. similarly decorated
the interior of William’s house on C
Street.
see page 2
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Culmer House, 158 N. Main St.

In 1900, George and Annie and
family left Salt Lake City.
This
was perhaps tied to commercial
difficulties and a long running court
case between the Culmer-Jennings
Asphalt Co. and Salt Lake City. They
moved to Chicago, then to Texas,
then back to Chicago, then finally
settled in Independence, Kansas, in
1906. There the family remained
prominent, and George extended
his businesses to include oil drilling
and refining. His sons followed him
into the oil business. Annie died in
1913, and George remarried before
his death in 1922. The other Culmer
brothers remained in the city; Henry’s

house is a well-known landmark and
H.L.A. Culmer’s works are still to be
seen around town.
It is times like these that I wish
Hermoine Jex was still with us,
because she surely would know what
became of the Culmer’s house after
their departure. Perhaps some of our
other readers will recall the house
before 1972, when it was demolished.
Apartments now stand on the site of
the house. Before its demise, local
developer Wally Wright salvaged
many of the house’s more decorative
parts, including H.L.A.’s murals,
woodwork, the staircase, dormer
windows, and the distinctive center
turret.
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It is the turret with which I am
most familiar. Wright installed it
in his new development, Trolley
Square, which was soon to open in
the former trolley barns on 7th East.
There the turret stood on the second
floor, near the Old Spaghetti Factory
Restaurant. It housed a number of
businesses, most recently a kite/toy
shop. As the 21st century began, new
owners of Trolley Square, seeking
to streamline the circulation in the
admittedly quirky mall (though to
me that was its charm), removed
the turret from its longtime home.
Recently, the artworks salvaged from
the Culmer house were (hopefully)
removed from their location in the
former First Security Bank Branch,
before that building was dismantled.
The whereabouts of these surviving
parts of Capitol Hill history remain
unknown, but their story gives them
the distinction of being the only home
on the Hill to be torn down twice.

Neighbor Profile

Stan Penfold
Salt Lake City Council
by Stephen Sorensen

You already know that Stan
Penfold, a long-time resident of the
Avenues, was elected in November as
the representative for District Three
on the Salt Lake City Council, the
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area that includes the Capitol Hill
neighborhood. You may not be aware,
though, that his long commitment
to public service and community
outreach may have been decisively
influenced by Christmas trees. Not
by specific Christmas trees, but by
Christmas trees generally. Read on.
Stan was born in Eureka, California,
and as a young man discovered a love
for gardening and landscaping. He
attended Ricks College (now BYUIdaho) in Rexburg and graduated in
1981 with a degree in horticulture
and a focus on garden center
management. He had planned to
return to California, but learned that,
by graduation time, the peak season
for garden centers on the west coast
had passed. The season lasts longer in
Utah, and he landed a job at Mitchell’s
Nursery, then on 33rd South in Salt
Lake City. “I thoroughly enjoyed that
work,” he muses, “with one exception
– selling Christmas trees!” He laughs
that the prospect of having to sell
Christmas trees every year for the
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balance of his career may have played
a decisive role in prompting him to
explore other career paths.
Stan hasn’t entirely left behind
his landscaping roots – so to speak.
He jokes that he feels a little like
the doctor at parties who’s asked
for medical advice, when people
approach him and ask, “What should
I do about the yellow spots in my
lawn?”
Stan branched out into a couple of
small gardening shops of his own and
worked in independent landscape
design for a number of years. By that
time, he had begun to volunteer in city
and community service capacities,
and found that he liked working “more
with people and organizing to reach
out and make a difference.” He began
with service in the Greater Avenues
Community Council, and in the late
1980s, served as chair of that Council.
He began working for the Utah
AIDS Foundation as their volunteer
coordinator, and in 1999, was named
director of the Foundation, a post he
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Stan Penfold

still holds today.
In the meantime, Stan is relishing
his new assignment on the City
Council, although he smiles and
says that “it’s a lot of work – not the
part-time job they talk about.” His
penchant for service will benefit
the residents of Capitol Hill and the
Avenues for a long time to come.
Residents of District 3 (which
includes
the
Capitol
Hill
see page 4

8th Ave. C St., 801-408-1100
www.ldshospital.com

MAY FOUNDRY &
MACHINE CO.
454 W. 600 North
801-531-8931
Announcements

Musically talented residents of
Capitol Hill are invited to audition
for the upcoming Capitol Hill
Musical Showcase. Auditions will
be scheduled in March and early
April. Get your vocal, instrumental,
piano, organ or other performance
number ready.
Contact Jean
Hanks at 801-961-9889 for further
information.

Internet Resources
www.chnc-slc.org
www.downtownrising.com
www.downtownslc.org/events
www.glbtccu.org
www.lds.org
www.saltlakeactingcompany.org
www.slcgov.com
www.slcgov.com/PublicServices/Gallivan
www.slcityevents.com
www.utah.gov
www.visitsaltlake.com
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neighborhood) can contact Stan at
stan.penfold@slcgov.com or by phone
at 801.535.7600. Comments can also
be made through the City Council
comment email address council.
comments@slcgov.com or on their 24
hour voice mail at 801.535.7654.

Capitol Hill
Neighborhood Council
Meeting Summary
February 17, 2010
by Dean Larsen

An informative meeting was held at
the State Capitol Annex this evening.
Mike Neider representing the
Greater Salt Lake Council of the Boy
Scouts of America (BSA) made a
presentation concerning a dramatic
monument proposed for a yet-tobe-determined location on the State
Capitol grounds. The statue would
represent 100 years of scouting in
Utah. The proposal, which was well
received by the Council members,
is being submitted to the Capitol
Preservation Board for consideration.
Stan Penfold, our S.L. City Council
representative, announced the good
news that a Marmalade Branch
Library steering committee has been
established to review the process for
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building a branch library in our area.
This is a first step. There is currently
no funding for this library. Stan
noted that work is underway on the
300 West commercial buildings and
that the City Creek Canyon firebreak
and riparian study is proceeding.
Our new State Senator, Ben
McAdams, was introduced by
our state representative, Rebecca
Chavez-Houck. Ben advised that he
has introduced a Senate bill requiring
a review and reauthorization in 2013
of the redistribution of school taxes
from our school district and other
districts to the Jordan School District.
This is a controversial issue, which
the Senate will not currently address.
They read their emails! Ben’s email
address is bmcadams@utahsenate.
org and Rebecca’s is rchouck@utah.
gov.
Sylvia Lloyd gave a detailed
explanation concerning the complex
publication process for our CHNC
Bulletin. She advised that the Bulletin
is now about $800 in debt even though
most of the preparation, publication
and mailing are done by volunteers.
We need more advertising revenue!
Can you help?
Joyce Valdez, representing the
Mayor’s office, advised that the North
Temple Viaduct (which was rebuilt
not that many years ago) will be
demolished beginning the middle of
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next month in preparation for the new
airport TRAX line. It will be closed
for about 18 months. Additionally,
she advised that plans are moving
forward on the 2200 North Redwood
Rd. Sports Complex and that Salt
Lake is planning a “Celebrate the
City Festival” at the Westside Fisher
mansion on May 14, 2010.
Brian
Wahlin,
our
police
representative, reported that car
prowls were down last month.
Burglaries remained about the same
with 14 reported in our area. Our
Neighborhood Watch coordinator,
Georg Stuzenberger, pleaded with us
to keep our garage doors closed when
not in use!
Put
your
interest
in
our
neighborhood into action! Join us
for the next Neighborhood Council
meeting on March 17, 2010 at 6:30
PM in the State Capitol Annex.
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