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Farewell to long time
Capitol Hill Neighbors Steve and
Corinne Sorenson
by Stan Olsen

We have had to say goodbye to two of
our fine Capitol Hill Neighbors recently.
Corinne and Steve Sorenson are moving
to Moscow for three years. And that’s not
Moscow, Idaho. For the last several years
Corinne and Steve have been researching
and writing our Neighbor Profiles for the
Capitol Hill Bulletin and since they are
leaving it seems only fair to return the
favor (or punishment) and feature them in
our Profile this month.
The Sorensons are the parents of five
children; Jeanette, Peter, Richard, Michael,
and Becky, and have lived in the Capitol
Hill area for many years. In fact, Steve
grew up here in his parents beautiful home
on the corner of 700 North and 300 West.
He attended Washington Elementary,
Horace Mann Junior High and graduated
from West High School. By then, his
parents had purchased a home on Zane
from long time Capitol Hill patriarch,
Lincoln Hanks. This is the same home that
Corinne and Steve purchased after their
marriage and after living on DeSoto for
a short time. They have lived and raised
their family in that home ever since. And
the tradition continues as daughter Becky
along with her husband John will be living
there while the Sorensons are in Russia.
Corinne hails from Springville, Utah,

and is a scion of the famous and respected
Clyde family.
However, her family
moved to Salt Lake City during her teen
years so she graduated from Skyline
High. She working in New York when an
acquaintance suggested he might know
someone she should meet back in Utah.
That Christmas she was home in Salt Lake
on vacation when she was set up on a
blind date withSteve . In January Corinne
went back to New York and Steve stayed
in Utah, but they continued to write to
each other until Corinne came home that
summer. They got married a year after
they met, in January of 1974. A year seems
like a long time until one considers that
Steve’s parents dated for 11 years before
getting married.
The Sorensons have served our
community for over 40 years in many
capacities. Steve has recorded many
books for the blind for the library. He
has helped a widow with 4 children for
over 18 years every Friday, assisting her
with many different areas of need. He
has visited and served the less fortunate
in the community. He has served as
Kiwanis Club president, and helped in
fund raisers through this organization.
He has done many quiet deeds of service
to others. Steve recently retired from a
career with the United States Attorney’s
Office. He had worked for more than 20
years in that office, serving as an Assistant
United States Attorney, First Assistant
United States Attorney and also served as
Acting United States Attorney for a time.
This included television appearances at
news conferences, which he claims not
to have enjoyed. During this career, he
represented the United States in both
civil and criminal cases and most recently
represented the federal government in
preparing and presenting cases to the
10th Circuit Court of Appeals, which is
the court just below the United States
Supreme Court.
Steve has also been the recipient of
many awards from Bar Associations as
well as from the United States Attorney’s
Office here in Utah. Throughout his legal
career he has been a model of impeccable

ethical conduct as well as an amazing
diligent work ethic.
Corinne has been busy with children and
grandchildren along with her involvement
in many volunteer community activities,
including working with youth groups
for many years. Most recently she has
dedicated herself to learning the Russian
language. She has been traveling to Provo
to work with her tutor and is beginning
to master the difficulties and nuances
of this very challenging language. She
recently spoke in Russian to a large group.
Knowing Corinne, she will work hard and
speak well within a short time.
Steve already knows the language quite
well, having minored in Russian at the
University of Utah. He is also is fluent
in Finnish. Steve recently expressed his
attitude about going to Russia, “We don’t
have anything to be concerned about,
because we’ve never been there before.”
In Russia Steve and Corinne will
preside over the Moscow Mission of the
LDS church. We wish them well and are
looking forward to their return in three
short years. Thanks, Corinne and Steve,
for your caring service and dedication to
our great Capitol Hill Neighborhood!
Capitol Hill Neighborhood
Council Meetings
Wednesday, July 21, 2010
State Capitol Senate Building
Copper Room
6:00pm Mobile Watch Meeting
6:30pm Neighborhood Council Meeting
• Welcome by Chair
• Mobile Watch Report, Georg
Stutzenberger
• Police Report, Brian Sloan
• Elected Officials Reports
• Mayor’s Office Report, Joyce Valdez
• Institute of Culture and Arts,
Mary Lucero
• Crossroads Urban Center, Food Co-op
Q & A, Dick Tompson
• Public Forum
• Adjourn

Next meeting:
September 15, 2010, 6:30 p.m.
** NO AUGUST MEETING **
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This 1978 photo of 365 Quince shows what appears to be a store front.

This Old House

Flower-Thygesen House
363-365 Quince Street
by Nelson Knight

The Flower-Thygesen house is one of
the more unique homes along this unique
stretch of Quince Street in the Marmalade
neighborhood. The home is made up of
three separate buildings that were built
many years apart, and in a somewhat
organic manner, without the attention to
architectural compatibility that we pay to
new additions today.
The earliest part of the house is not
visible in the accompanying photos take a walk along Quince Street and look
down the driveway for a better view. It
sits well back from the street, and faces
south. This orientation hints that it
predates the platting of the surrounding
streets. This adobe home is indicative of
early vernacular homes built by Mormon
settlers, especially in its small scale, gable
roof, end chimney, rectangular plan and
double hung “two over two” style wood
windows. Evidence indicates that it was

In this current photo, changes to the porch can be seen.

built by John Flower, who was an early
owner of most of this block. In 1868, a
city directory listed John as a shoemaker
with his residence at the corner of Quince
and Plum Streets (400 North). Research
done in 1980 for the Utah State Historical
Society by historian Henry Whitesides
asserts that John and his wife Ann lived at
the north lot of 175 W. 400 North (Plum
Street) until 1875, when the two were
divorced. He may have moved to this
house at that time. Prior to the divorce,
John had married Mary Hughes, a Tarton,
Sumersetshire, England native who had
arrived in Utah in 1872. She lived in this
house with John until their deaths - John
on May 8, 1899 and Mary on December
9, 1909. During the last years of her life,
Mary shared ownership with her son,
John F. Flower.
A probate case noted in newspapers in
1900 after the elder John’s death lists his
assets as a home and lot on Quince Street
worth $1400.
The second portion of the building
predates this case, however - it appears on
Sanborn maps in 1898. This single story,
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gable roofed adobe building faces Quince
Street. Its exterior is now covered with
vertical wood siding on the east (front)
face and asphalt siding on the south face.
The original windows and doors have
been replaced. This building was probably
a neighborhood store operated by John F.
Flower until 1912.
As a side note, John F. Flower appears in
an article in the Deseret News 110 years
ago this month. In its July 21, 1900 issue,
the News wrote about an excursion to
the Lagoon amusement park by the 19th
Ward of the LDS Church on the previous
Sunday. The day started with a road
race by several men from the ward from
Bountiful to Lagoon. Several of the racers
were given head starts to handicap the
more capable of the bunch. John received
a five minute head start. He succeeded
in passing Charles Newton, who had
received a ten minute head start, but
didn’t catch up with Lester Wallace who
also started before him. He was passed
by John Newton, who started 3 minutes
behind him, and an unnamed member of
the Beesley clan, who the reporter missed
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altogether in the list of starters. Overall, he
finished fourth, with a respectable time of
28 minutes, 25 seconds over an unstated
total distance — after all, everyone knew
how far it was from Bountiful to Lagoon
at the time.
In 1912, the home was sold to Harriet
C. Jensen, but in 1913 title transferred to
the Beneficial Life Insurance Company.
In 1914 Karen Marie Thygesen and Henry
A. Thygesen bought the house. Karen and
her husband, John M. Thygesen built the
final piece of this puzzle-like house in
1921. This portion is the one story red
brick structure that also faces Quince
Street. Though simple, it shows decorative
elements closer to the bungalow styles
popular at the time of its construction.
Contractors for the work were E.N.
Whitman and N. Squires. The Thygesens
were also Mormons and immigrants
from Denmark. They continued the
building’s use as a neighborhood store it remained a grocery until at least 1936,
when the Tax Assessors from Salt Lake
County photographed the house for the
county’s tax records. The Coca-Cola sign,
Campbell’s Soup sign, and the banners in
the large display windows in the photo
are dead giveaways that this building was
a grocery store. The Thygesens purveyed
Coke and soups of all kinds in the house
for almost twenty years. Like the Flowers,
the wife again outlasted the husband.
John died in 1935, and the house was sold
in 1938 to Intermountain Bank.
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Capitol Hill Neighborhood
Council Meeting Summary
June 16, 2010

A major presentation at our council
meeting was from Chris Robinson,
who proposed a change to his six lot
subdivision (Columbus Court) at the
top of Columbus Street. Because of the
housing recession, he is unable to sell his
lots and sought to inform our Counsel and
seek impute on his proposal to divide the
lots and develop zero lot line condos on
the divided parcels.
Stan Penfold reported that Salt Lake City
had approved next year’s budget and there
may even be funds to restore watering and
some flowers to the city parks. Further,
Ardmore place has been approved and
scheduled for improvements, and the
RDA is looking to reinstall sidewalks
along the proposed development on 300
West.
Joyce Valdez from the Mayor’s office
reported on the environmental and clean
up efforts regarding the oil spill in Red
Butte Canyon. Further, she stated that
the alcohol amendments and regulations
pertaining
to
our
neighborhood
as proposed by the SLC Planning
Commission have not yet been submitted
to the City Council.
We were advised that the Neighbor
Works of Salt Lake, located at 622 West 500
North, helps with housing improvements,
painting, and assists with foreclosure

MAY FOUNDRY &
MACHINE CO.
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counseling and loan modifications for
those in our neighborhood who may have
special needs.
On Saturday, August 14, 2010 they will
hold their 25th Annual “Paint Your Heart
Out” service project for those who qualify.
Call 801-539-1590 for information.
Our legislative representatives Rebecca
Chavez-Houck and Ben McAdams
advised that the legislative committees
are working on proposed bills for the 2011
session and now is the time for our impute
— not when the legislature begins. Sen.
McAdams is working on a bill to promote
underground power lines in the City.
Gina Cornia of Utahns Against Hunger
provided us information on summer food
programs for children, school lunches
and food stamp assistance. They can be
reached at 801-328-2561.
Brian Sloan, our SL Police Dept. liaison,
alerted us to numerous transient camps
that have been established above Victory
Rd and advised us to notify police of any
suspicious activity.

Thoughts from the Chair
by Katherine Gardner

I saw Vanessa Welsh last week, the
person organizing the weed eradication
program in City Creek Canyon. She said
the recent public participation event was
successful and she wanted to thank CHNC
members for their support and help.
Remember firework restrictions during
July 4 and 24. No fireworks north of 500
North and nothing over 15 feet in the air.
see page 4

454 W. 600 North
801-531-8931

tAdvertise with The Bulletin!
Please support our wonderful
sponsors and consider becoming a
sponsor yourself. Your donation may
be tax deductible.*
To help sponsor The Bulletin, please contact
Sylvia Lloyd: sylviaklloyd@msn.com
$50 per month for 2” x 1 column ($550/yr.)
$25 per month for 1” x 1 column ($275/yr.)
*the Salt Lake Association of Community
Councils is recognized by the IRS as a section
501(c)(3), tax-exempt organization.)
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www.chnc-slc.org
www.downtownrising.com
www.downtownslc.org/events
www.glbtccu.org
www.lds.org
www.saltlakeactingcompany.org
www.slcgov.com
www.slcgov.com/PublicServices/Gallivan
www.slcityevents.com
www.utah.gov
www.visitsaltlake.com

Our sincere thanks to LDS Hospital for printing The Bulletin.

8th Ave. C St., 801-408-1100
www.ldshospital.com

Sewing, Tailoring
& Alterations

Over 30 years experience
Claudia 801-661-8339
ccg4802@yahoo.com

Capitol Hill Neighborhood Council
c/o Salt Lake Association of Community Councils
PO Box 522038
Salt Lake City UT 84152
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Any problems? Phone the police 801-7993000 or the State Fire Marshall at 801284-6350.
Volunteers are needed to help with
the British Field Day/Car Show July 17
at Liberty Park. If you’re able to assist,
contact Esther Hunter at estherehunter@
hotmail.com or Katherine Gardner at
801-328-1724.
We are fortunate to have many
entertaining and enjoyable concerts,
gatherings, and happenings right in our
neighborhood.
During the summer
there are the Thursday evening “Movies
under the Stars” at the Capitol grounds
and on Tuesday and Friday evenings the
“Concerts in the Park” at the Brigham
Young Historic Park. Check our website
www.chnc-slc.org/chnc/Community.html
for links to a schedule.

Food Co-op at the
Crossroads Urban Center
by Katherine Gardner

Joining a food co-op in these days of
continually escalating prices can save
a family a rather substantial amount of
money. The Crossroads Urban Center
sponsors the Community Food Co-op of
Utah and sends CHNC this information:
The Community Food Co-op of Utah
is a volunteer-powered non-profit, whose
mission is to promote food security and
build community. Members of the Co-op
can save 30-50% off grocery store prices on
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a wide variety of healthy foods, including
fresh fruits and vegetables, meats, bread,
fair-trade coffee, and other items. It’s
a great way to stretch your budget and
participate in your community.
Members place their orders monthly,
pay in advance, and pick up their food
a couple weeks later. The next order
deadline will be July 16, and pickup will be
July 31. Pickup times vary by site. We ask
that members do two hours of community
service as part of the payment for their
order. Service can be done through
neighborhood nonprofits and churches,
or by simply doing service for a neighbor.
We are also beginning to reach out to the
community through our Mobile Market
program, which will be taking healthy,
nutritious food throughout the Wasatch
Front. Pilot sites include Rowland Hall
and Escalante Elementary in Rose Park.
Getting involved is easy: go to foodcoop.net and place your order. We have
several sites convenient to the Capitol Hill
area, including the Unitarian Church on
1300 East, the First Presbyterian Church
on S. Temple, and James Russell Head
Start in Rose Park. Hope to see you there!
Bryce Anderson
www.foodco-op.net
bryce@crossroads-u-c.org
(801) 746-7878 x109
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Injury Law Emphasis on Brain and
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Civil Rights Litigation

Pilates & YBR™

In Marmalade Hills
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