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Neighbor Profile
Det. Tony Brereton, SLCPD

This month we wanted to profile 
our newly assigned Police Department 
Community Detective, Tony Brereton.  
We asked him to tell us a little about 
himself and his career with the SLCPD.

I am Detective Tony Brereton.  I have 
been working in law enforcement for 15 
years, and for the Salt Lake City Police 
Department for 14 years.  I started my 
career like every other police officer, 
working in patrol.  Following my time 
on East Side Patrol, I was assigned to the 
Solo Motor Squad.  I rode motorcycles 
for 4 years, with a focus on traffic and 
DUI enforcement.  During that time I 
completed my certification as a Drug 
Recognition Expert.  Following my 
time on the motor squad I transferred 
into a detective position on the Hit 
and Run Squad.  Besides investigating 
hit and run accidents, I was also an 
investigator of fatal traffic accidents.  I 
was involved with the introduction of 
the laser diagramming program used 

for creating scale 
diagrams of accident 
scenes.  I completed 
4 ½ years in that 
assignment which for 
me was rewarding, 
but also troubling.  
One can only handle 
so much of those 
types of crime scenes 
before it is time to 
move on.  Following 
my time in traffic, 
I was fortunate to 
be assigned to my 
dream job on the K9 
unit.  I was assigned 
a K9 partner named 
Jinx.  Jinx was born 
in Germany on Sept 
6, 2004.  He arrived 
here in the states and 
was assigned to me 
on Jan 8th 2006.  Jinx 

was a very successful police service dog 
certifying in narcotic detection in only 
17 working days.  His first apprehension 
on the street was chasing down and 
capturing an armed homicide suspect 
just minutes after the crime.    Jinx 
and I trained feverishly for the first 
year preparing to compete on a state 
level at the police K9 competition.  He 
won 2nd place in the state at his first 
trial.  Over the next 4 ½ years he won 
over 35 trophies in disinplines ranging 
from area and structure searching, 
apprehension, obedience, handler 
protection, and narcotics searching.  In 
October of 2009 Jinx and I, and another 
team from Salt Lake City Police 
Department competed in the Las Vegas 
K9 Trials, this competition is the largest 
in the western United States.  Against 
58 other dog teams from 5 western 
states and Mexico we brought back 
the 1st place top agency trophy!  All of 
Jinx’s success at competition translated 
directly over to the street.  He had 
countless apprehensions and drug finds 

on the street.  Jinx was retired on July 
12th.  He was sold to me and now lives 
a simple dogs life at my home with my 
family and two other dogs. 

Now assigned a Community 
Detective for the Greater Avenues and 
Capitol Hill, I look forward to growing 
my relationship with those I serve.  
Having worked all over this great city, 
I can honestly say I am assigned to the 
most beautiful part of Salt Lake.  The 
people I have met have been very warm 
and inviting.  I appreciate the diversity 
of those I get to serve.  I believe everyone 
has good to offer.  I am committed to 
those I have been asked to represent, 
and I will use all the resources I have at 
my disposal to address your concerns 
and needs.  Please feel free to contact 
me on my cell phone when the need 
arises.   I look forward to fostering a 
valuable relationship with all of you. 

Sincerely,
 
Detective Tony Brereton
Salt Lake City Police
Community Intelligence Unit
Phone 801-381-3225
Mon-Thur  0700-1700

This Old House 
Dr. C.W. Higgins House

649 N. 200 West
by Nelson Knight

 
This house was the longtime home 

of one of early Capitol Hill’s most 
colorful figures: Dr. Charles W. 
Higgins.  Evidence from a title search, 
city directories, and Sanborn Maps 
indicates that Dr. Higgins had the 
home built around 1884, probably 
hiring mason D.P. Thomas to do the 
work.  The house is one of the few full 
two-story houses in this part of Capitol 
Hill, and although modest in size and 
ostentation by today’s standards, it 
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Det. Tony Brereton and his K9 partner, Jinx.



was sizeable and fashionably stylish 
for the time.  The adobe house has 
many Italianate details, such as the tall, 
narrow windows, hoods above each 
window and door, and classical cornice.

 Higgins was adept at self-
promotion, and ran daily newspaper 
advertisements for his services.  He 
specialized in “diseases of men,” but 
also was apparently adept at tapeworm 
removal, and guaranteed their removal 
“with head or no pay.”  Another of his 
ads noted that he was “the only doctor 
in Utah who used a microscope in 
making a medical diagnosis,” though 
a later source asserted that the 
microscope was purely for show, and sat 
in his reception room gathering dust.  
When the current owners rehabbed 
the building, they installed state of 
the art technological infrastructure in 
the home.  One gets the sense that Dr. 

Higgins would have approved of such 
an upgrade for his home, perhaps even 
trumpeting it in his advertisements, 
but we hope that the owners are getting 
more use out of their high tech gear 
than Higgins did.

 The good doctor also dressed 
to attract attention, with 
flamboyant clothes made to 
order (“in cloth that spoke 
for itself ”, one source noted) 
and a long beard that he 
parted down the middle of 
his chin and flowed down 
his shoulders.  Oddly, he 
grew one fingernail until 
it extended a full inch and 
a half, and wore a shield 
on his hand to protect it, 
according to the Daughters 
of Utah Pioneers’ Tales of a 
Triumphant People.  Higgins 

was also one of the most noted 
horsemen in the city, and collected a 
range of elaborate, showy carriages 
and harnesses.  Higgins tooled around 
town in his tally-ho or spider phaeton, 
pulled by one of his eight horses 
(thoroughbreds Captain Jenks, John S., 
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Dr. Higgins and his horses

An ad for Dr. C. W. Higgins’ available services appearing in the Polk City directory, circa 1885.
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Bennie, and Cloud; saddle horses Dan 
and Lady Sikey; or Shetland ponies 
Bob and Dick).  He loved to race, and 
in 1915 lent his money and influence 
to an effort to construct an extension 
of Main Street from 900 South to 2100 
South meant purely for use by carriages 
– sort of the Legacy Highway of its day.  
In honor of his efforts, the city dubbed 
the road “Higgins Drive.”

 The book Of Medicine, Hospitals, 

and Doctors relates an additional story 
about Dr. Higgins:  In April 1895, Dr. 
William H. Groves had a heart attack, 
and called his physician, Dr. Joseph 
S. Richards, to take him to St. Mark’s 
Hospital.  On the way, the doctors 
ran into Dr. Higgins, who was out for 
one of his carriage rides.  Dr. Higgins 
was dressed to the nines and driving 
a beautiful matched pair of carriage 
horses.  The doctors acknowledged 
each other as they passed, but Dr. 
Groves, a wealthy but modestly living 
man, sank despondently against the 
buggy seat.  Dr. Richards turned to 
his patient and said, “Bill, if you had 
any sense you would be driving fine 
horses and enjoying yourself on the 
road as Higgins is doing.”  Dr. Groves 
responded that he had thought of 
that, but he was saving his money 
to do something good in the world.  
After some thought (and a pleasant 
recuperative stay at St. Marks) Dr. 

Groves chose to endow the institution 
that became LDS Hospital.  Since LDS 
Hospital is generous enough to pay for 
the printing of this newsletter, you can 
thank Dr. Higgins and his horses for 
being able to read this.   

Capitol Hill Neighborhood
Council Meeting Summary 

July 21, 2010
by Dean Larsen

Tonight we had a short agenda.  And 
nobody complains about “short.”

Tony Brereton was introduced as our 
new representative from the Salt Lake 
Police Department.  He expressed 
his willingness to respond as he can 
and assist the neighborhood with its 
security and protection needs. He 
did advise us of the hazardous waste 
disposal site at Sugarhouse Park for 
SLC residents, this week and at a future 
October date.

Capitol Hill resident, Dave Robinson, 
introduced a proposal to build a 
unique home on a small triangular 
lot at the corner of Reed and Wall St.  
Although plans are preliminary, almost 
everyone agreed that the development 
of this neglected parcel would be an 
improvement for the area.

Joyce Valdez, representing the 
mayor’s office, reported to us on the 
events planned for the 24th holiday.  

The main items of discussion 
concerned the Jam club on 300 West 
and the Club’s zero response to cleaning 
up the trash from their activities and 

see page 4
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An etching of Dr. C. W. Higgins’ residence (left) and the home as it is today (right). 

There is NO meeting in August. 
We will reconvene Wednesday, 

September 15th.

Capitol Hill Neighborhood 
Council Meetings

Wednesday, September 15, 2010
State Capitol Senate Building

Copper Room
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9am–6pm. Support is available 

24 hours a day.

801-539-0852
1-877-964-7746

www.xmission.com
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the extreme noise generated by the 
club and its nuisance for the neighbors.  
Joyce encouraged the community to 
call dispatch and/or her office and 
action would be taken to address 
the problems.  There is also a similar 
problem with the Rail Events Center 
near 300 North and 500 West. Out of 
frustration, concerned neighbors are 
now suing this club since the City has 
done little to resolve the problems.  This 
lawsuit is seen by some as a statement 
that the local residents do not have the 
same political clout as these clubs.  

Thoughts from the Chair
August 2010

by Katherine Gardner

We are having no Council Meeting 
this month, but there seem to be many 
things going on around us.  Some of 
the trees in Memory Grove and Liberty 
Park are being removed, and some new 
ones are being planted.  

There are going to be some changes in 
the Salt Lake City waste and recycling 
services.  Come to our September 
meeting and we’ll tell you more.

Our Neighborhood Night Out 
Against Crime will be held August 20th 
at the triangle west of the Capitol.  Bring 
your neighbors and a little potluck food, 
and come to the “Party on the Green” 
as we call it for music, food and games.  
Our new area policeman, Detective 
Tony Brereton plans to attend.  Come 
and meet him and the neighbors.

The International Peace Garden is 
having their annual festival Saturday, 
August 21st from noon to 5:00 pm at 
Jordan Park, 1060 South 900 West.  
Some good speakers are on the agenda, 
among them Mayor Becker and Mayor 
Corroon. 

Por muchos anos los gente que vive 
en el area del Capitol se han reunido 
una vez al mes, para mantener estor 
area como uno de los lugares mas 
placentero para vivir.  Por favor lo 
invitamos a reunirse con mosotros 
cada 3rd Miercoles en el “Copper 
Room” en el edificio del Senado a las 
6:30 pm.  Nuesta proxima reunion sera 
Septembre 15th.  Tenemos la esperanza 
de verlos.

Thanks Carmen Gomez for the help 
with the Spanish.

Robert B. Sykes 
& Associates

Practice Concentrates in Personal
Injury Law Emphasis on Brain and 

Spinal Cord Injury 
Civil Rights Litigation

311 S State Street #240
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111

(801) 533-0222
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RightToTheCore@gmail.com
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MAY FOUNDRY &
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