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This Old Lime Kiln
West Capitol Hill Kilns

Above Victory Road, 
Below Ensign Peak

by Neslon Knight

I don’t often have the chance to take 
an adventure as part of this column.  
However, The location of the subject 
of this month’s column demanded 
great skill and fortitude from three of 
the people who bring you the bulletin 
each month.  There is a rock structure 
above Victory Road and about 1000 
North.  If you look around the hillside, 
you will most certainly see the white 
tailings plume on the hill.  The tailings 
are from a lime kiln, the rock structure 
at the top of the white plume.  You may 
not have ever noticed this; I hadn’t 
until some years ago when Capitol Hill 

resident James Christensen, 
who was my coworker at the 
time, pointed it out once as I 
bummed a ride home from 
him.  Since then, it has been 
hard to miss, and the kiln 
is clearly visible from the 
east-facing windows of my 
current home in Rose Park.  
I have always wanted to take 
a look at the kiln up close, so 
when my intrepid colleagues 
at the Bulletin agreed to 
accompany me, I took them 
up on their offer.  Roger 
Crandall, Kelly Badger, and I 
took a walk from the top of 
Churchill Drive last week.  
On our way, we observed 
several excavated areas 
that Roger had heard were 
limestone quarries, used 
both for building material 
and making lime.  Lime is a 
white powder used in mortar 
before the widespread use of 
portland cement, as well as 

in plaster, in whitewash, for medicinal 
uses, and as a sugar whitener. We 
continued our journey down the 
hill, heading north.  The trail is fairly 
well-trodden and takes you around 
the large gravel quarry at the base 
of Victory Road now owned by the 
Parsons-Staker Company.  The quarry 
also served as a source of limestone for 
the kiln, which is directly north of the 
pit.  The kiln probably was also made 
of stone quarried nearby, though 
the flue of the kiln is lined with fired 
brick.  We approached from the north, 
first finding the aforementioned flue.  
When in operation, the flue was filled 
with softball-sized pieces of limestone, 
which were burned over the course of 
several weeks until it was reduced to 
lime powder.  When we arrived, the 
flue was filled with the detritus of years 

of vandals and temporary residents.  
As we moved down the hill to the 
front of the kiln, we ran into more 
signs of these temporary residents.  
People had set up housekeeping in the 
fireboxes of the kiln.  Where they were 
living was where the fire was stocked, 
and from which the lime was raked 
at the end of the process (much lime 
remains on the visible white plume 
below the kiln).  We were happy that 
we didn’t run into the residents, but 
we can see some of the advantages 
of the location: million dollar views 
(some of you have spent that much for 
a similar view) of both the city and the 
Great Salt Lake, a well-built shelter 
(with historic significance) and nearby 
bathing in the warm springs, both the 
ones in warm springs park, as well 
as other unofficial springs further up 
the hillside.  We ended our tour with 
a walk back to the top of Columbus 
Street at sunset, and saw signs of other 
camps further down the hill.

I won’t go into the social implications 
of such residents in our midst.  The 
history of the area can fill up the rest 
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The hike to the kiln.  A detailed map
can be found at http://bit.ly/a9CeSC



of the space.  Further research didn’t 
yield exact answers on who built this 
kiln and when.  We know that this 
hillside was frequented by Native 
Americans for the nearby springs.  
The Mormon emissary to the Native 
Americans, George Washington Hill, 
located his home (still standing) on 
Reed Avenue to be close to those with 
whom he worked. A later newspaper 
noted the discovery of bones on the 
hillside, which were very old and 
presumed to be Native American.  
With the arrival of the pioneers, the 
manufacturing of lime became an 
early priority.  Brigham Young charged 

Sidney A Knowlton and Stephen 
Winchester with building a lime kiln in 
Red Butte Canyon in 1850.  Later kilns 
sprung up above Federal Heights (this 
one still exists in Lime Kiln Gulch), 
in Perry’s Hollow above the Avenues 
(also still there, but in ruins) and 
even on the site where the Cathedral 
of the Madeleine stands.  By 1869, 
there were at least four “lime burners” 
in Salt Lake City, including J.F. P. 
Pascoe, a “practical chemist & lime 
burner” who lived in the 19th Ward, 
on North Temple between 2nd and 
3rd West, and William Wright, who 
built a kiln south of Warm Springs.  
About five years later, George R. Jones 
built another kiln, the “Empire,” on 
this hillside which stood until at least 
1947, but photos show that his kiln 
had four fireboxes.  Other firms joined 
these in the ensuing years: McDuff 

& Sons (later McDuff Bros.) moved 
to the hill in 1878, after activities at 
its previous site were interrupted by 
construction of a new gunpowder 
magazine adjacent to the kiln (on the 
face of it, this doesn’t seem like a good 
decision on the part of the gunpowder 
people, but it all worked out in the 
end). Varley-Jones and Co. also set 
up business on the hill by 1893, and 
Varley lived on 600 North, at about the 
site of the RDA commercial site.  We 
don’t know which of the companies 
built this kiln, but we know that they 
tremained in use through at least 1947, 
and that the combined kilns produced 
about 985,000 tons of lime during the 
years 1905-1945.  Statewide, there 
are still about 26 historic kilns still 
standing in various states of disrepair. 
We haven’t looked to see how many 
serve as residences like this one.
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Neighbor Profile
Rebecca Pittam

Principal, Washington 
Elementary

by Jody Millard

“Live, Laugh, Love”  These words 
hang on the wall of the principal’s 
office at Washington Elementary, and 
Rebecca Pittam lives by them.  She is 
full of life with an easy and infectious 
laugh and constantly expresses her 
love for her students.

LIVE
Mrs. Pittam grew up in Salt Lake 

City attending Bonneville Elementary, 
Clayton Junior High and East High 
School.  She is from a family of 
educators.  Even her mother-in-law 
is an educator.  (Many of you will 
remember her mother-in-law Mrs. 
Sharon Pittam from West High who 
worked with the Honors/AP/IB 
program for many years.) 

She graduated from the University 
of Utah and received her Masters 
in Curriculum with a reading 
endorsement from Utah State 
University.  She also earned her 
administrative certification at USU.  
She is certified to teach grades 
K-8 and taught third grade in the 
Jordan District, second grade in 
Palos Verdes, California, and sixth, 
third, second and kindergarten in 
the Salt Lake District.  She served as 
the assistant administrator at North 

Star Elementary before coming to 
Washington Elementary as the new 
principal.

Mrs. Pittam has a creative heart 
and soul.  She loves art and music and 
participates in both as a spectator and 
a performer.  She also enjoys creating 
with her hands, i.e. needlework, etc.  
She even rebuilt her garage.  She 
currently lives in the Sugarhouse area 
with her husband and twin sons who 
are seniors at Highland High School.

LAUGH
Her laugh is warm and inviting.  

When she isn’t actually laughing, 
she is smiling.  This makes her very 
approachable and you can tell by her 
face that she loves her life and her job.

LOVE
Mrs. Pittam loves being an educator.  

She says, “Every grade is my favorite 
because each is special and unique.”  
She loves bird watching because it 
allows her “to stop and be still even if 
it is for a moment.”  She loves to read.  
One of her favorite children’s books 
is A Single Shard, and a favorite read 
aloud book is A Year Down Under.

Currently, a number one love is 
Washington Elementary.   She feels it a 
“privilege to be part of the school”, and 
she is “honored to be working in this 
community”.  She loves the diversity 
of the Capitol Hill neighborhood.  
“Everyone from the needy to the 
affluent have something to give and 

Washington is a wonderful place to 
work and BE.”  

Her educational philosophy believes 
every child has a right to learn and 
needs room to learn and grow.  The 
teachers’ task is to take kids into their 
heart and help them grow and develop 
in every way; to educate the whole 
child – physically and emotionally, as 
well as academically. 

GOALS
Mrs. Pittam has ambitious goals for 

Washington Elementary.   She would 
like to see the number of students 
increase.  This is the neighborhood 
school, and she would like everyone 
to have the opportunity to see what 
a wonderful school it is and have the 
children of the area attend here.  In an 
ambitious effort to move the school 
ahead academically, she has joined 
with the School Community Council 
and the faculty in their ongoing process 
to bring The Primary Years Program 
to Washington.  This is the beginning 
stage, or the elementary equivalent, of 
the IB (International Baccalaureate) 
program.  She would also like the 
school to contribute to the community 
and have the community contribute 
to the school.  Volunteers are always 
needed.  She wants to emphasize that 
the community is always welcome!

see page 4
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Our sincere thanks to LDS Hospital for printing The Bulletin.
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www.downtownrising.com
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Advertise with The Bulletin!

Please support our wonderful 
sponsors and consider becoming a 

sponsor yourself. Your donation may 
be tax deductible.*

To help sponsor The Bulletin, please contact 
Sylvia Lloyd:  sylviaklloyd@msn.com

$50 per month for 2” x 1 column ($550/yr.) 
$25 per month for 1” x 1 column ($275/yr.)

*the Salt Lake Association of Community 
Councils is recognized by the IRS as a section 

501(c)(3), tax-exempt organization.)

XMission Sales and Billing are open
9am–6pm. Support is available 

24 hours a day.

801-539-0852
1-877-964-7746

www.xmission.com
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In these goals and in the life she 
lives and the commitment she brings 
to Washington, she exemplifies one of 
her favorite quotes (which also appears 
on the walls of her office):  “Be the 
change you wish to see in the world.”  
Mahatma Gandhi

Thoughts from the Chair
by Katherine Gardner

My first thought this month is a 
moment of disgust.  When I hear of 
hateful words against a particular 
group, i.e. Muslims, Homosexuals, 
L.D.S., Hispanics, or any one else, I can’t 
help thinking of the limited intelligence 
of the perpetrators.  If you are aware 
of anyone in our neighborhood who 
vandalizes property, be sure you 
contact our nice policeman, Detective 
Tony Brereton at 801-381-3225.

A lot of programs seem to be 
available right this minute.  Farmers 
Markets have wonderful, fresh food 
items.  Two new markets have sprung 
up; one in Sugar House and another on 
Preston Avenue, sponsored by Utah 
Heritage Foundation.  

The city library is having its Fall used 
book sale October 16-19.  Don’t miss 
the best book bargain in town.  

L.D.S. Hospital sponsors a free 
community seminar starting 

September 1, covering Heart Disease, 
September 8, Relief Joint Pain, 
September 15, Women-Specific Health 
Concerns, September 22, Preventing 
Kidney Stones, and finally September 
29, Getting a Better Night’s Rest.  
This is a chance to hear from experts 
about current health topics, and get 
answers to your questions.  For more 
information call 801-408-2182.

Elections will be here soon.  If you 
haven’t registered, do so. This year you  
can now even register to vote online at: 
https://secure.utah.gov/voterreg/.  

Voting should be important to 
every one of us, so prepare now to 
participate. 

No se olvide de nuestro 15 de 
septiembre a las 6:30 de la reunión 
del Consejo. Veríamos con agrado su 
participación.

Robert B. Sykes 
& Associates

Practice Concentrates in Personal
Injury Law Emphasis on Brain and 

Spinal Cord Injury 
Civil Rights Litigation

311 S State Street #240
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111

(801) 533-0222

   Pilates & YBR™

In Marmalade Hills
Call Nathalie at 801-550-9054

www.righttothecorestudio.com
RightToTheCore@gmail.com

MAY FOUNDRY &
MACHINE CO.
454 W. 600 North

801-531-8931

Next meeting:
October 20, 2010, 6:30 p.m.

Capitol Hill Neighborhood 
Council Meeting

Wednesday, September 15, 2010
State Capitol Senate Building

Copper Room


