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This Old Wall
Capitol Hill’s Wall Street and 

the wall that was its namesake
by Nelson Knight

It is entirely coincidental that this 
month’s article is tied to a recent movie 
opening.  In fact, we think Oliver Stone 
decided to release his movie once he 
received word that the Capitol Hill 
Bulletin would be focusing on Salt Lake 
City’s own Wall Street.  New York’s Wall 
Street traces its origins to the wall that 
once encompassed the small Manhattan 
island settlement that would become 
the center of the nation’s commerce.  
Likewise, Capitol Hill’s Wall Street is 
named for the wall that once ran along the 
same route.  In the early 1850s, tensions 
between Mormon settlers and the Native 
American tribes led to conflicts that 
came to a head in the 1853-54 “Walker 
War” between settlers and the followers 
of Chief Wakara of the Ute tribe.  At a 
meeting of city bishops on August 27, 
1853, it was decided that a wall around 
the city was needed for protection.  The 
wall was to be built of mud, twelve feet 
high, six feet wide at its base and thirty 
inches wide at the top. The mud was to 
be mixed with “weeds, sagebrush, small 
willows, grass, cane, bullrush or whatever 
of like vegetation is handiest to the 
process, and gravel when convenient.” 
Gates and bastions were to be placed at 

regular intervals, with the north gate 
located near the Warm Springs, at about 
700 North and 300 West.  All in all, the 
wall was to circle the area bounded by 
700 North, 900 South, 900 East, and the 
Jordan River, which would require a wall 
about 45,000 feet long.  On Capitol Hill 
(then know as Arsenal Hill), the wall 
was to head northwest from City Creek 
Canyon at about 4th Avenue to 700 
North. This roughly followed the route 
of what was then known as Strawberry 
Street.

Members of the LDS 18th and 19th 
Wards set to work building their portion 
of the wall on the hill.  We have industrious 
predecessors - they finished their portion 
of the wall.  Meanwhile, the residents 
of wards in other parts of the city were 
not so committed. Large stretches of the 
wall’s length went unbuilt, and the need 
for protection was lessened when Wakara 
and Brigham Young negotiated an end to 
the Walker War in May 1854. 

Brigham Young was a big fan of 
building walls, both for protection and 
as social welfare projects. New arrivals to 
the valley were put to work in a variety 
of ways to earn sustenance, including 
building walls around Temple Square 
and also Brother Brigham’s property.  
Portions of these walls still exist, though 
the mud wall along Strawberry Street 
(soon renamed Wall Street) didn’t have 
the same staying power.  For a time, the 
wall remained, keeping much of the city’s 

development below Wall Street.  Pioneer 
William K. Robinson noted: “The old mud 
wall was not a very pretty thing to look at, 
but it gave us quite a feeling of security.  
Parents were always warning children 
against playing on the bench outside 
the wall, because the Indians sometimes 
went hunting in the country north of the 
wall; and besides, there were numerous 
rattlesnakes on the bench.”  He also noted 
that the wall slowly eroded, and was torn 
down as people moved north.  In 1895, 
10 year old Nicholas G. Morgan would 
play on the wall at the north end of the 
city, near St. Mark’s Hospital.  By then, 
the mud wall had eroded to a height of 
about 4 feet.  In the 1960s, Nick Morgan 
became the “Man Who Moved City 
Hall,” heading up the effort to move the 
old Council Hall from 100 South and 
State to a site just south of the Capitol.  
During construction, Morgan was called 
to the site to look at a feature uncovered 
during excavation.  At the bottom of the 
pit, Morgan once again encountered the 
old city wall.  Portions of it still remained, 
to be uncovered by the workers, and no 
doubt quickly covered over by same said 
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Remains of the old city wall near Warm Springs with the old Saint Marks Hospital in the background.
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6:00pm  Mobile Watch Meeting

6:30pm Neighborhood Council Meeting
•	Welcome by Chair
•	Mobile	Watch	Report,	Georg
 Stutzenberger
•	 Police	Report,	Det.	Tony	Brereton,	SLPD
•	 Elected	Officials	Reports
•	Mayor’s	Office	Report,	Joyce	Valdez
•	CHNC	Business:	Vote	on	Hansens,
	 	 Nominations	for	officers,	trustees
  for Temple, Kimball, and St. Marks
  Districts
•	Governor’s	Election	Race	
 Representatives
•	 Road	Home	Program,	Ooreiler	Dolph
•	 Public	Forum	
•	Adjourn

Next meeting:
November 17, 2010, 6:30 p.m.

Capitol Hill Neighborhood 
Council Meetings

Wednesday, October 20, 2010
State Capitol Senate Building

Copper Room



workers.  For a time, the route of the 
wall was marked on the west side of the 
Capitol grounds, and a concrete walk ran 
along the wall’s old route.

The attached photo shows the steep 
section of Wall Street between 400 and 
500 North being paved on November 28, 
1922.  By then the wall was long gone, 
though the excavators might have made 
quick work of any remnants.  Two houses 
are at the top of the photo; both still stand.  
The one on the left (east side) is 446 N. 
Wall Street.  The house, with its distinctive 
corner bay and eyelid dormer, was built 
in 1891 for James C. and Janna E. Jensen.  
James was the treasurer of the Security 
Abstract Company.  They only occupied 
the house until 1894, when they sold it to 
Henry S. Stebbins, who in turn sold it in 
1901 to John and Francilda Hunter.  They 

remained in the house through the 1940s, 
and had to put up with steamshovels in 
their front yard in 1922.  The house on 
the right of the picture (west side) stands 
at 429 Wall Street and was built in 1916 
by Edward T. Ashton for his sister Cora.  
Edward and his brother George were the 
brothers of Ashton Brothers, contractors.  
The two built and lived in several of the 
homes along Wall Street, making their 
mark not only as residents but as shapers 
of the streetscape.  The brothers built the 
Capitol Hill Ward, supplied the granite 
for the state capitol, and developed 
thousands of homes in Salt Lake City 
neighborhoods.  They were such Capitol 
Hill fixtures that if your family has lived 
in the neighborhood for more than a 
generation or two, it is likely you are 
related to the Ashtons, and if you are not 
related to them, there is a good chance 

you live in a house 
developed by the 
brothers.  Ashton 
family members 
lived in the house 
at the time of 
the picture, and 
likewise had to 
put up with the 
steam shovels.  
O w n e r s h i p 
passed out of the 
Ashton family in 
1937, and today 
the house is home 
to Capitol Hill 
Bulletin Editor, 
Roger Crandall.

Neighbor Profile
Phyllis Robison

by Stan Olsen

“I love the people and I love the beauty 
of this area.”  This was Phyllis Robison’s 
response when asked what she liked 
about the Capitol Hill neighborhood.

Phyllis and her family have resided in 
the Capitol Hill area for nearly a century 
and are in a strong position to make these 
observations about our neighborhood.  
Phyllis was born in 1919 and lived on 
Reed Avenue until she was twelve when 
her family moved to upper Wall Street 
and finally to Desoto Street where she 
now lives.  She is one of five children.

During her childhood the family moved 
to Washington D.C. where her father 
was an educator.  The family returned 
to Salt Lake City following a brief time 
in Washington and her father continued 
his work as an educator and worked 
with his father in a business known 
as Noall Brothers Lumber Company, 
which was located on North Temple and 
approximately 300 West.

Phyllis has a multitude of memories 
about the Capitol Hill area.  Among those 
are:
•	Sleigh riding down Wall Street in the 
Winter.  The city closed off Wall and 
other streets for sleigh riding, as Phyllis 
recalls, “When there wasn’t so much 
traffic.”
•	Playing hide and seek in the State 
Capitol basement with friends.  Phyllis 
says, “It was fun, but not scary.”
•	Riding on the backs of the Lions at the 
East and West entrances to the Capitol 
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Chair Katherine Gardner 801-328-1724
Vice-Chair	 Dean	Larsen	 801-575-8135
Vice-Chair		 Sam	Peterson	
Secretary/Treasurer Rosann Greenway 801-518-5471
Historian  Shirley McLaughlan 801-328-4182

Capitol Carol Wood 801-355-6475
DeSoto/Cortez Jenny Welsh  801-364-4668
Ensign Downs  Gordon Russell 801-364-7335
Kimball		 Victoria	Collard		 801-595-8575
St. Marks  Nephi Kemmethmueller 801-359-3936
Swedetown  Dorothy Lambe 801-328-4665
Temple Erlinda Davis 801-531-1964
Warm Springs  Minta Brandon 801-355-1363
Washington  Polly Hart 801-355-7203 
West High  Bonnie Archer 801-328-1325
At large - 2010 Juliann Calderon 801-243-2673

Salt Lake City Police Det. Tony Brereton 801-381-3225
  anthony.brereton@slcgov.com
Abandoned Shopping Cart Hotline 801-446-7984
Graffiti	Busters	 	 801-972-7885
Mobile Watch Robert King  801-359-9992
  Georg Stuzenberger 801-510-1603

Advertising Sylvia Lloyd sylviaklloyd@msn.com
Editorial Content  Roger Crandall roger.crandall@comcast.net
Events & Mailing  Lola Timmins  lolatimmins@comcast.net
Layout &Website Kelly Badger kelly.badger@gmail.com
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Salt Lake City, UT 84103. 
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Looking north up Wall Street at 500 N. during construction in 1922.



State Farm®

511 East 300 South
Salt Lake City, UT 
84102
801-533-8811

Providing Insurance and 
Financial Services

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Bob Fisher
Agent

Building.
•	Roller skating on the sidewalks 
around the Capitol.
•	Rolling Easter eggs on the Capitol 
lawns and shooting bows and arrows.
•	Her dog Trixie who was a confirmed 
“car chaser”.
Phyllis and her husband Stanford 

moved	to	Las	Vegas	in	1964	and	returned	
back to Salt Lake City in 1981 to their 
beautiful home which they had been built 
in the early 1950’s.

Phyllis, her children and grandchildren 
still live on Capitol Hill and continue to 
be of service to the neighborhood.  She 
has been involved in many community 
activities including Cub Scouts and other 
services.

She says she owes her long life to taking 

care of herself and eating good food, 
which began with canned fruit prepared 
by all the family during her growing up 
years.

Phyllis is a bright spot in our 
neighborhood and willingly shares her 
memories of Capitol Hill, which she 
describes as a “special place in the whole 
city.”

Thanks to Phyllis and her progenitors 
and children for making Capitol Hill a 
“special place” for generations.

Capitol Hill Neighborhood
Council Meeting
September 6, 2010

by Dean Larsen

First to report this evening was the 
Mayor’s	 office.	 Joyce	 Valdez	 stated	 that	
the	Mayor’s	office	would	 like	 input	 from	
our community on plans for the new 
public safety building and how the City 
could expand our yard waste and glass 
recycling program. Joyce also reported 
that she visited the Jam Club on 300 West 
and that the managers stated they would 
cooperate in mitigating the noise, parking 
and trash problems. The neighbors stated 
this has not happened.
Officer	 Marcos	 of	 the	 Salt	 Lake	

Police Dept. advised that they will be 
implementing “Operation Safe Passage” 
and information will be provided for 
volunteer participation.  The crime 

report showed that larceny car prowls 
had decreased while other categories 
remained about the same.

An advisory request was submitted to 
the Council from Hansen’s Service station 
asking that the retail option be included 
in its zoning modification.  The council 
previously supported a zoning change 
allowing commercial use of the property.  
There was some question whether 
commercial also included retail. Hansen 
is asking for clarification. The matter 
was deferred until the October Council 
meeting.

Stan Penfold, our city council 
representative, reported that the city 
is currently reviewing proposals for an 
ancillary building code, which would 
allow “mother-in-law” apartments 
in residential areas.  Many of these 
apartments exist and this proposal would 
address these issues. 

Our state legislator, Rebecca Chavez 
Hauck, stated that about one million 
dollars has been allocated for qualifying 
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t Internet Resources

Our sincere thanks to LDS Hospital for printing The Bulletin.

www.chnc-slc.org 
www.downtownrising.com
www.downtownslc.org/events
www.glbtccu.org
www.lds.org
www.saltlakeactingcompany.org
www.slcgov.com
www.slcgov.com/PublicServices/Gallivan
www.slcityevents.com
www.utah.gov
www.visitsaltlake.com

Advertise with The Bulletin!

Please support our wonderful 
sponsors and consider becoming a 

sponsor yourself. Your donation may 
be tax deductible.*

To help sponsor The Bulletin, please contact 
Sylvia Lloyd:  sylviaklloyd@msn.com

$50 per month for 2” x 1 column ($550/yr.) 
$25 per month for 1” x 1 column ($275/yr.)

*the Salt Lake Association of Community 
Councils is recognized by the IRS as a section 

501(c)(3), tax-exempt organization.)

XMission Sales and Billing are open
9am–6pm. Support is available 

24 hours a day.

801-539-0852
1-877-964-7746

www.xmission.com

8th Ave. C St., 801-408-1100
www.ldshospital.com

MAY FOUNDRY &
MACHINE CO.
454 W. 600 North

801-531-8931

see page 4
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new projects in the West Capitol Hill area 
from 300 North to 800 North and 200 
West to 400 West.  This will be discussed 
in more detail next month.

We will have nominations for three 
trustees	 and	 other	 council	 officers	 at	 the	
October meeting.

Thoughts from the Chair
by Katherine Gardner

As I look around the Capital Hill 
Neighborhood, I see some dead grass (not 
long or full of weeds yet), and some trees 
in the parking strip in desperate need of 
water.  We all need to keep our properties 
looking cared for; it will benefit you, your 
neighbors and the entire area.

I still get some complaints about 
dogs, cats, and even one about pigeons.  
Again, remember your neighbors; keep 
your animal friends under control.  I 
personally am complaining about a 
squirrel, affectionately called Stanley by 
the neighbors but living in my attic.  I have 
been advised to call Wildlife Services at 
801-975-3315 or Animal Services at 801-
269-7499.  I am going to phone.

Complaints continue about Club Jam at 
751 North 300 West.

Remember to vote November 2nd 
or earlier, and turn your clocks back 
November 7th.

No se olvide de nuestra reunion mensual 
del 20 de Octubre a las 6:30.  (I hope that 
says “Don’t forget our monthly meeting 
October 20th at 6:30.”)

Robert B. Sykes 
& Associates

Practice Concentrates in Personal
Injury Law Emphasis on Brain and 

Spinal Cord Injury 
Civil Rights Litigation

311 S State Street #240
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111

(801) 533-0222

   Pilates & YBR™

In Marmalade Hills
Call Nathalie at 801-550-9054

www.righttothecorestudio.com
RightToTheCore@gmail.com

IT’S PARTY TIME IN
MARMALADE HILLS!

Come join the fun and see how
enthusiastic we all are here!

The Salt Lake Acting Company 
will host a free Saturday morning 

event on October 23rd at 
10 a.m. to give you 

good energy and stamina!

Get ready for a joyful morning! 
 

Enjoy free coffee from Marmalade 
Café, get coupons from iCuts, 
and treat your body and mind 

with a free Pilates mat class with 
Nathalie from Right 
To The Core Studio 

(www.RightToTheCoreStudio.com) 
at SLAC at 10 a.m.

Bring your smile, your yoga mat,
and we’ll do the rest!

Space is limited. Secure your spot 
by sending an RSVP to Nathalie@
RightToTheCoreStudio.com or call 

801-550-9054

SLAC
168 West 500 North     

801-363-7522
www.saltlakeactingcompany.org


