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Neighbor Profile

Todd Powelson and Anna West
by Roger Crandall

A cheerful and charming couple has
been living among us for several years.
Anna West and Todd Powelson occupy the
quaint 1903 cottage at 515 North on 200
West, and yes, it’s the same house featured
in this month’s “This Old House” article.
Todd entered into the story of the house
when he bought it as a foreclosed property
in 2003. It now serves as a comfortable
home, studio and art gallery filled with the
paintings, pottery, crafts and the dogs they
both love.
It was the dogs that brought Todd and
Anna together. Anna was living in the
Memory Grove neighborhood, and would
take her two pets to the dog trail in the
park. Todd was doing the same with his
dog, so they saw each other every day for
four or five months. As they got to know
each other they discovered their common
interests in art and the local community.
Since they both worked in marketing, it
seemed a closer collaboration was called
for.
One of those collaborations is in
the form of their very interesting blog,
ARTDUH (http://artduh.com/). This is
how Anna describes the site:
“A Utah blog about fashion, craft, visual
art, dance, ceramics and local events. We
aren’t exclusive to Utah artists, though we
are big into the shop-local movement. We
began in April of 2010. We are all about the

low brow... don’t get too fancy with
us, folks.”
“We publish 3 times per week,
Todd writes on Sundays, usually
with a flair for either fine classic
art or comic books. Anna writes on
Tuesday and Thursday and tries not
to talk ALWAYS about local fashion
designers.”
“Todd is the Art Boss Hog for the
blog, and designed its unique look,
limited edition t-shirts, buttons,
stickers, banners, web look and feel
etc. He is also the fine art expert
with a lot of art history experience
and is a local artist, illustrator and
graphic designer.”
“Anna on the other hand is totally selftaught when it comes to art. She is a PR
gal with a flair for the artistic and just
knows what she likes, she puts the DUH in
artduh. The blog is her way of putting her
professional love of journalism together
with her personal love for handcrafted
traditional and beautiful art.”
“Sunday is a fun day to watch on
the blog because Todd brings out his
favorite paintings by masters like Van
Gogh, Picasso, local Doug Snow and
others. We’ve had a lot of folks express
appreciation for his quick and inspiring art
history lessons.”
“Anna, on the other hand, has a great
love for the traditional, the home cooked
and the hand made. This means if it’s
quilted, crocheted, sewn, tatted, broom
stick laced or is an old fashioned recipe
passed from mother to daughter, she loves
it and MUST share it with the world. So
watch Tues/Thurs for this kind of content
– of course with an anti-establishment,
feminist, modern twist.”
Another passion is organizing various
community events. Anna works closely
with Fashion Stroll, and Todd does the
promotional artwork for the same. They
also help with the Youth City, Craft Lake
City and other organizations. Anna loves
Salt Lake and loves putting together those
large projects with her friends. “I feel like
making a campaign or an event or a fashion
show or a craft show is a work of art in

itself. Like selecting the people; getting
the right people involved, getting the
right journalist involved, getting the right
performers, and getting the right location.
There’s an art to it that I really enjoy. It’s a
three-dimensional real-time installation. I
love it.” Todd chimes in, “I think one of the
reasons why you like it is that you believe
in promoting the community and the
business structure. You love people and to
tell their stories. And that’s also why you
do PR.” Anna: “We just need a grant.”
What they like about living in the Capitol
Hill Neighborhood is being close to
downtown. “You can walk fifteen minutes
and you’re downtown, or fifteen minutes
and you’re up in the mountains. I love that.
I don’t understand why anyone wouldn’t
want to live downtown”. Todd also likes
the varied architecture, which he uses as
inspiration in his artwork. “I just kind of
walk around and look at the buildings.”
Anna responds, “We have apartments
that are affordable, we have Washingtion
School, our Korean grocers, there’s kind
of an Hispanic community. And we also
have our little Russian population, which
is so cool. Our next door neighbor is from
an old Mormon family who has lived here
forever. You have suburbia if you turn one
direction and another country if you turn
the other direction.”
see page 2

Capitol Hill Neighborhood
Council Meetings
Wednesday, November 17, 2010
State Capitol Senate Building
Copper Room
6:00pm Mobile Watch Meeting
6:30pm Neighborhood Council Meeting
• Welcome by Chair
• Mobile Watch Report, Georg
Stutzenberger
• Police Report, Det. Tony Brereton, SLPD
• Elected Officials Reports
• Mayor’s Office Report, Joyce Valdez
• CHNC Elections
• UDOT Questions & Answers  
• Public Forum
• Adjourn

Next meeting:
January 19, 2011, 6:30 p.m.
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talkative and sparkly Anna. A conversation
with the two of them is the aural version
of looking at their art-filled living room;
Walls painted in quietly masculine tones
but splashed with intensely colorful
artwork. The vibrant art is Todd’s while
the vibrant conversation emanates mostly
from Anna. It is a great pleasure to sit and
talk with such delightful neighbors. So if
you happen to see Anna or Todd walking
the dogs, stop and say hello. You may be
there a while, but you won’t regret it.

This Old House
515 N 200 West

Lynn & Minnie Turpin House
by Nelson Knight

“Imagination” by artist Todd Powelson.

continued from page 1

One thing they would like changed:
the “mud pit”, as they call it, on 300
West between 5th and 6th North. “The
neighborhood deserves better.” Aside from
that, says Todd, “I like what’s happening in
the neighborhood. I’ve seen a lot of people
coming in and remodeling, and I love that.
I hope it keeps going in that direction.”
Anna feels the same: “I hope that it can
be affordable and continue with that mix
of people. Gay people, straight people,
retired gentlemen. Everybody is welcome.
The houses in this neighborhood should
be restored; loved, cherished and enjoyed
for their history.”
For their own house they have a fairly

An Anna West original design.

loose plan. “Finish our upstairs, paint
the two front rooms in brighter colors maybe bright yellow to match the artwork
- although I have no idea what to do with
these two rooms. Make one a living room
and one an art space? Maybe we should
just put easels in there and drop cloths and
tell everyone BYO paint.”
Anna concludes the conversation with
this: “Everyday is a new adventure, right?  I
think you can be unhappy no matter your
circumstances, or you can be happy in
your circumstances if you just appreciate
what you have. I love to teach, I love to
work with kids. I actually love advertising.
And I love my dogs and my Toddy.”
And it’s Todd’s warm and open demeanor
that provides a calm background to the
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The original owners of this bungalow
were Lynn & Minnie Turpin, but they
were residents for less than a year. Built
by the Turpins in 1902, the house is a 1-1/2
story brick structure, with simple brick
arches over each window and corbelled
belt courses around the walls at the top
and bottoms of the windows. The vertical
orientation of the windows and wood
decorative details are more indicative of
the late Victorian styles, but the form of
the building is clearly a bungalow, making
it a transitional building between the
two design types. The design probably
originated in the architectural pattern
books popular at the time, much like home
plan magazines are popular today.
Little information could be found
about the Turpins. They are listed in city
directories as residents of Salt Lake City
from 1898 until 1903. Lynn is listed as an
iron worker in the same directories. The
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son, Louis, achieved some
local fame as a bicycle
racer around 1919-1920.
Newspaper articles noted
that he won track and
road races, including one
just up the road at Beck’s
Hot Springs.
Around 1930, the
family left this house.
Louis died in 1938 in
Los Angeles, California,
and Estella died in 1955,
also in California. The
The Lynn & Minnie Turpin House
Turpins sold the house in 1903 to P.H. last resident for whom we have records
Irvine, who sold it a year later to Estella C. in the archives was Joseph W. Baines (or
Greenig.   Estella and her husband Louis, Barnes) who lived in the house for a few
both natives of Pleasant Grove Utah, lived years before buying it from the Greenigs
in the house from 1904 until about 1930. in 1934. It’s history is obscure from then
Louis was first a grocer and butcher for a on until being purchased by the current
few different groceries, then opened his owner in 2003. The home now belongs
own Success Fruit Market at 26 W. 100 to artist Todd Powelson who shares the
South by 1915. This block is now part of house with Anna West and their three
the City Creek development, but was then dogs. Todd and Anna are the subjects of
known as Market Row in the city, with our Neighbor Profile article this month.
grocers, butchers, and other stores lining
both sides of First South. Greenig’s store
Capitol Hill Neighborhood
joined a number of others but enjoyed
Council Meeting
long lasting success, as intended by the
October 20, 2010
name. The Greenigs raised five children in
by Dean Larsen
this house. Daniel, the oldest boy, was a
clerk in the family business by age 15, but
This was a busy meeting.  Joyce Valdez,
the Salt Lake Telegram noted that he was of the Mayor’s office, brought applications
among the boys at a 1907 YMCA boy’s for the zoning change for Hanson’s Service
camp on the shores of Utah Lake. Another at the corner of 200 North and 200 West in
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Our sincere thanks to LDS Hospital for printing The Bulletin.
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an effort to support them in the sale and
upgrade of their property. Our council
has previously voted to support the zoning
and non-conforming use change for the
improvement of this parcel.
Joyce announce the receipt of $26 million
in federal funds for the development of
the proposed Sugar House street car
project and provided us information about
the locations of some glass recycling
drop off sites. Those sites nearest our
neighborhood are the old Children’s
Museum at 840 North Beck St. and the
Fresh Market parking lots at either 140
North 900 West or 370 East 200 South.
Nominations were then made for
the November elections. Nominated
were Katherine Gardner and Georg
Stuzenberger, Chairman; Dean Larsen and
Sam Peterson, Vice-Chairman; Rosann
Greenway,
Secretary/Treasurer
and
Angela Hulleberg, Historian.
Three trustees were nominated for
election. They are St. Marks area, Nephi
Kemmethmueller; Kimball area, Victoria

XMission Sales and Billing are open
9am–6pm. Support is available
24 hours a day.
801-539-0852
1-877-964-7746
www.xmission.com

Capitol Hill Neighborhood Council
c/o Salt Lake Association of Community Councils
PO Box 522038
Salt Lake City UT 84152
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Collard; Temple area, Erlinda Davis.  
Elections will be held at our November
meeting on Wednesday the 17th. We
encourage you to attend.
Rebecca Chavez Hauck reported on
the work of the state legislative interim
committees. Their biggest challenge is the
new budget with little reserve left in the
“Rainy Day Fund.”
She encouraged all to vote and referred
us to www.utah.gov for voter information.
Some neighbors voiced aggravation with
UDOT for traffic obstructions at 500 North
& Columbus St.
Lorelei Dolf reported on the problems of
the homeless in Salt Lake City (including
those living above Victory Road) and the
substantial efforts that are being made to
assist them.
Sara Georg, a director of the Utah
Museum of Natural History, was there to
support the move of the museum from
the old Thompson building at the U of U
to a new location by Red Butte Gardens.
The museum will close in December and
will hopefully reopen in about one year.
Currently, $87 million has been raised and
Proposition 1 (on the November ballot
seeking an additional $15 million) needs to
pass in order to complete the funding.
Jill Wilkerson Smith from the RDA was
present to seek impute on development of
their parcel on the East side of 300 West
and the possibility of a branch library on
part of this site.
Our school board representative,
Doug Nelson, was present to talk about
the Board’s six million (.24% interest)
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construction bond, which will be used
in part for science labs, field house
improvements and an enhanced 400 West
entrance for West High School.
Lastly, Matt Minkovick, director of the
Road Home shelter, educated us on the
vital services provided (particularly in the
winter) for those with emergency shelter
needs. Family housing services have more
than doubled to about 500 people per
night. The Road Home has been providing
valuable emergency shelter for over 20
years in our city.

Thoughts from the Chair
by Katherine Gardner

Special shout-out this month for Shirley
McLaughlan. Shirley has been an advocate
for CHNC for years. She has served on
our neighborhood council in several
different capacities. Shirley is a devoted
admirer of Hermoine Jex, and with similar
enthusiasm she has worked for many local
causes. Now she needs a well deserved
rest; thanks Shirley.
I still get a few complaints about dogs
and cats but the squirrel has been caught
and is now living happily somewhere east
of the canyon. Thanks, Bert Aubrey.
I am delighted the Salt Lake City School
Board has bought the motel North of
West High! Now what is next for it?
Finally, thanks to all of you who work
in diverse ways to keep Capitol Hill a
wonderful place to live. All your efforts
are appreciated.
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