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This Old House
Ann Underwood House

175 N. 400 West
by Nelson Knight

You may have seen a for-sale sign 
in the large parking strip of this house 
across the street from Washington 
School, but you probably haven’t seen 
much of the house if you have just stood 
by the sign, because it sits atop a 20-or-
so foot concrete retaining wall.  But we, 
the intrepid explorers of the Capitol Hill 
Bulletin team, were intrigued enough to 
arrange a walk-through with Capitol Hill 
real estate specialist, Paula Shaw.  Paula 
was kind enough to take a pre-holiday 
Saturday afternoon off to show us this 
old, intriguing structure that is in need of 
a lot of tender, patient, restorative care.

For the five or so of you who do not 
line birdcages with our articles, you may 
refer back to the July 2010 copy of the 
Bulletin for information on this home’s 
builder, John Flower.  (Also available 
online at http://www.chnc-slc.org/chnc/

The_Bulletin/The_Bulletin.html.) John 
was an early owner of most of this block. 
Research done in 1980 for the Utah State 
Historical Society by historian Henry 
Whiteside asserts that John and his wife 
Ann built this home at 175 W. 400 North 
(then known as Plum Street) before 
1866. In 1868, a city directory lists John 
as a shoemaker with his residence at the 
corner of Quince and Plum Streets (400 
North).   The original stone portion of the 
house (dubbed by architectural historians 
as a “hall-parlor” type plan) contained an 
11x14 room and a 15x14 room side by 
side, with the main entrance through the 
long side of the house, facing west.  The 
west side appears to have been the front 
of the house when it was constructed, 
which was not unusual given the 
topographically convenient, rather than 
formal, orientation of buildings on the 
hill at the time.  A full-length porch might 
have run across the front of the building – 
it was later enclosed.  The stone (granite?) 
walls seem about 16” thick.  Fireplaces 
once warmed each original room, but the 
mantels are missing.  There are original 
hand hewn log ceiling joists still intact 
with minor burn damage from a fire in the 
1990s. Gable windows and joist markings 
indicate that there was an upper story 
sleeping loft in the attic.  The front door 
on the west side is probably original, and 
the door openings through this portion of 
the house are very low, typical of houses 
from the pioneer era.  All this is typical 
of many early Marmalade area houses, 
both those that survive from this pioneer 
era and those that were demolished 
leaving some historical record.  Also 
typical was the organic nature of some 
later additions, including a brick back-
el addition on the east side of the house 
and later brick additions that occurred 
probably after the period of John & 
Ann’s ownership.  During our visit, we 
speculated that indoor plumbing made 
its appearance with the second addition.  
Plus, there were the addition and 
enclosing of a couple of porches.  The lot 
is fairly large (by Marmalade standards 
- .15 acres), relatively flat, and provides 

beautiful views to the west and the Great 
Salt Lake.  There is an existing sidewalk 
that terminates at the large retaining wall, 
suggesting that the original street side of 
the lot extended further north, probably 
sloping down to 400 North.

Here is where the historic record ends 
for the most part, and some speculation 
takes over.  We know that John and Ann 
Flower were both Mormon immigrants to 
Utah from England. Ann was 40 years old 
when she came to Utah.  Between 1872 
and 1875, the couple began practicing 
plural marriage, with John taking a 
second wife, Mary Hughes.  John built a 
home for Mary at 363 Quince Street.  We 
can speculate that this arrangement did 
not go well, as John and Ann divorced in 
1875.  John then moved into his second 
wife’s house around the corner, while Ann 
was awarded this house in the divorce.  
She continued to live near her ex-husband 
and his new family for many more years, 
perhaps indicating the tough nature of a 
survivor.  Little else exists in the historical 
record for Ann - at least nothing more 
was available at press time.  She remained 
in the house and attended church in the 
LDS 19th Ward until her passing in 1893.

The intervening years have not been 
totally kind to Ann’s old home.  Though 
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maintained relatively well for many years, 
age and deferred maintenance eventually 
caught up with it and the house fell into 
a cycle of deterioration.  A fire in the 
1990s mostly gutted the house, hastening 
the downturn considerably.  However, 
the stone walls have been repointed 
and partially repaired, and a new roof 
covers the house.  Though it is one of 
the older houses on the hill, it is not 
extremely significant historically, nor 
can its architecture be considered an 
outstanding example of its type, nor the 
work of a master.  Many would consider 
it “not really historic” looking at it at face 
value, and many of the same people would 
question why it should be anything but 
demolished if they toured the building.   
It stands now at a cusp like some other 
Capitol Hill houses have: Will it continue 

to deteriorate and eventually end up like 
the many houses demolished to make way 
for new development (some compatible, 
some not, some needed, some not…) 
or will it end up like the exceptional 
restorations undertaken by people who 
understand the great, unique things 
about this neighborhood.  Many people 
who love the neighborhood believe that 
these pioneer homes, maybe not gems in 
and of themselves, should be preserved; 
rehabilitated in ways that respect their 
uniqueness and history, and lived in so 
Capitol Hill can continue to be such an 
incredibly cool neighborhood.

For more information on this property 
contact Paula Shaw at 801-550-0229 or 
the listing agent Peter Clark at 801-390-
9865.

Four Generations 
on Capitol Hill

The Huffaker Family 
by Anna West

This month we are profiling some 
Capitol Hill neighbors who live up the 
hill,	 near	 Ensign	 Peak.	 Tim	 Huffaker	 is	
a multi-generation Capitol-hiller, his 
paternal grandparents built one of the 
first homes on De Soto Street prior to 
1920.		Tim’s	parents	also	settled	on	Capitol	
Hill on Cortez Street in 1948.  Later, they 
moved to a property on De Soto Street.  
Tim	 spent	 his	 childhood	 playing	 in	 the	
foothills of Capitol Hill and exploring the 
State Capitol Building. After finishing at 
BYU,	and	working	corporate	jobs	in	Ohio	
and	 Kentucky,	 Tim	 brought	 his	 family	
back to his childhood neighborhood 
where 3 of his 5 children followed in his 
footsteps and graduated from West High 
School.
Tim	will	celebrate	39	years	of	matrimony	

with wife Peggy Moses Huffaker on 
February 11, 2011. They met at BYU-
Hawaii (though it wasn’t called that at 
the time) and were married in the Salt 
Lake	Temple.	Peggy	was	born	in	the	small	
fishing village of Black’s Harbour, New 
Brunswick, Canada.  New Brunswick is 
the Canadian Province located above the 
state of Maine. Peggy misses her Canadian 
family, but is thankful for the magic of the 
Internet, which helps to bridge the miles. 
Peggy	and	Tim	are	parents	of	5	children.	

Two	of	the	young	Huffakers	continue	the	
family tradition of making Capitol Hill 
their home. Amy is one of the Capitol 
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Hillites, and works with her dad at The 
Business Performance Group.  Andrew 
works as the production manager for a 
web design and internet media company 
and lives on Capitol Hill with wife, Jessi, 
who is employed by the University of 
Utah.  Daughter Angela is mom to the 
2 Huffaker grandchildren and lives with 
husband	Tommy,	an	attorney,	in	Phoenix.	
Son Aaron also works at the Business 
Performance Group and makes his home 
in	Holladay	with	wife,	Tasha.	Tasha	works	
for the Division of Child and Family 
Services. Alison, the youngest of the 
Huffaker children sadly did not survive 
infancy, and is buried in the Salt Lake 
Cemetery. 
Tim	 owns	 his	 own	 company:	 The	

Business Performance Group. The 
company has been training people in sales 
and management skills for nearly eleven 
years.  Their training and coaching efforts 
have added more than $100 million dollars 
in gross profit for their client companies. 
The family enjoys traveling with the 
company and has visited locations like 
China, Peru and Thailand.

Peggy has had a distinguished career in 
public service. She worked for Governor’s 
Leavitt and Walker from 1998-2004. She 
concluded her service in the Governor’s 
Office	 as	 the	 Director	 of	 Boards	 and	
Commissions and Gubernatorial 
Appointments.  While working in 
the	 Governor’s	 Office	 she	 started	 the	
tradition of bringing homemade treats 

to work every 
Thursday and 
c o n t i n u e d 
this until 
r e c e n t l y 
when life 
became too 
busy. Peggy is 
a wonderful 
cook and 
here is one of 
her legendary 
recipes that 
was prepared 
on	 a	 TV	
news show 
by Governor 
Walker:

 
Seven Layer Bars

1. Preheat oven to 350
2. 1/2 stick of butter, melted in a 13x9 

pan.
3. Sprinkle one sleeve (1/4 of a package) 

of graham crackers, finely crushed, over 
the melted butter.
4.	On	 top	of	 the	graham	crackers	 add	

Skor chips or Heath Bar bits.
5. Sprinkle a layer of coconut followed 

by Chocolate Chips and chopped pecans.
6.  Pour a can of sweetened condensed 

milk over all.
7. Bake for about 20 minutes.  Cool, 

cut in small pieces because they are very 
rich…Enjoy!

 The Huffaker home, on East Capitol 
Boulevard, was built in 1954 by Clark and 
Modesta Silver.  Clark was a plumber by 
trade.  He built the home even before East 
Capitol Blvd was finished and was one of 
the first homes built in the new Capitol 
Hill Neighborhood.  It has a classic flat 
roof design comprising three levels with 
two decks off of the top level with views 
of	the	city	and	Wasatch	Mountains.		One	
of the decks has a massive stone fireplace.  
The Silvers had three children and shortly 
after building their new home, took in 
the four Larsen children and raised them 
as their own.  The Silvers sold the home 
to Lou and Betty Lorenz.  Lou attended 
West High School and was acquainted 
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continued from page 3
with many of the residents of Capitol 
Hill before purchasing the home.  They 
raised their two daughters while living 
in the home on Capitol Hill. Peggy and 
Tim	purchased	the	home	from	the	Lorenz	
family in January 1994.

The Huffaker family is truly a class act. 
It’s an honor to share a neighborhood with 
them. 

Anna West is co-editor of artduh.com, 
an arts, craft and fashion blog that is 
adding food and architecture features for 
the New Year. She is also a PR gal around 
town, representing public service clients 
in newspaper, TV, radio and electronic 
media. She lives in the Marmalade area 
with partner, Todd Powelson, and three 
spoiled pets. Anna and Todd were our 
featured neighbors in November’s Capitol 
Hill Bulletin.  Learn more about them 
at www.artduh.com or “like” Artduh on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/artduh.

Thoughts from the Chair
by Katherine Gardner

Does the name Kern River Project ring 
a bell with anyone?  It’s a project bringing 
natural grass across Utah—north of Salt 
Lake and south of Bountiful to Nevada.  
There is currently little progress until 
warmer weather, but appears to me, 
they are being very conscientious of the 
environment.

Though it’s none of my business, I will 

be sorry if we allow the Chapman Library 
building to be destroyed.  I think it’s an 
architectural gem, and if books no longer 
belong there, someone should be able to 
come up with another good use for that 
beautiful building. 

Rumor has it, rats have been seen in 
some areas in the Avenues.  I hope they 
stay on that side of the canyon.  Watch out 
for them—ugh!

I feel sorry for Billy the Kid.  Somewhere 
where he currently resides, I think he 
thought his confession about his wild life 
would eventually merit him a pardon.  
But nice Governor Richardson (who I 
personally like), just couldn’t bring himself 
to sign the papers.

Do you realize Salt Lake City is #1 on 
somebody’s list of cities lacking stress, and 
among the top ten in a great place to visit.  
Days are getting a little longer; that gives 
us more time to live in a great city with 
minimum stress.  Happy New Year!
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