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This Old Brewery 
325 N. 300 West 

Utah Brewing Company 
by Nelson Knight

The fascinating and comprehensive 
book Beer in the Beehive: A History of 
Brewing in Utah has turned up the 
story of Capitol Hill’s first (and, to our 
knowledge, only) brewery.  Margett’s 
Utah Brewing Company once stood 
on the northwest corner of 3rd North 
and 3rd West, a space which was later 
occupied by the Temple View Motel, 
itself meeting the wrecking ball as 
this goes to press.   The book’s author, 
Del Vance, notes that the brewery 
“seems to be the greatest mystery of 
all pre-prohibition Utah breweries” 
(and there were surprisingly many).  

Vance’s research failed to turn up a 
single photograph or article written 
about this venture, but the story 
is worth retelling in this month’s 
newsletter. 

The brewery’s first proprietor, 
Richard B. Margetts, was a faithful 
member of the LDS Church.  In his 
book, Vance notes that the church 
did not emphasize strict obedience 
to the Word of Wisdom at the time, 
and thus being a Mormon brewer 
was not an oxymoronic profession.  
Born in England in 1823, Richard 
left school at age 13 to learn the 
blacksmithing trade.  He put this 
trade to good use upon emigrating 
from England to the Salt Lake Valley 
in 1850-51.   After a stint working on 
the temple block, Richard set up his 
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6:00pm  Mobile Watch Meeting

6:30pm Neighborhood Council Meeting
•	Welcome by Chair
•	Mobile	Watch	Report,	Georg
 Stutzenberger
•	 Police	Report,	Det.	Tony	Brereton,	SLPD
•	 Elected	Officials	Reports
•	Mayor’s	Office	Report,	Joyce	Valdez
•	CHNC	Business:
  Washington School
	 	 	 Principle	Rebecca	Pittam
  Crime Discussion
	 	 	 Det.	Tony	Brereton,	SLPD
   Robert King
•	 Public	Forum	
•	Adjourn

Next meeting:
April 20, 2011, 6:30 p.m.

Capitol Hill Neighborhood 
Council Meetings

Wednesday, March 16, 2011
State Capitol Senate Building

Copper Room

No photos of Margett’s Brewery are known to exist.  However, it was probably similar to this photo of the Busch brewery in Ogden.  The Sanborn map of  1889 
shows the Margetts property as having a flowing well along with a hog pen.  The brewery building contained a single mash tub and a single beer kettle with a 

capacity of 8 barrels each brew.  A coal fired steam plant produced 12 horsepower.



own shop, and made a comfortable 
living	 doing	 projects	 for	 Salt	 Lake	
residents, California emigrants 
and the stagecoach line.  In 1863, 
Margetts went into the tannery 
business with investment capital 
from another Capitol Hill resident, 
Philip	 Pugsley.	 	 They	 built	 their	
tannery	near	Pugsley’s	estate	on	300	
West.	 	Pugsley	would	prove	 to	be	a	
partner with Richard on several other 
ventures, including the Salt Lake 
Foundry	 Company,	 coal	 and	 iron	
mines	in	Pleasant	Valley,	Utah.		The	
two men soon became neighbors—
Richard constructed a house on 300 
North, next to the tannery building, 
for his wife Catherine and their 

brood, which 
soon numbered 
twelve children.  
Some of those 
children built 
their houses on 
the property.  
It is likely 
that Richard’s 
brothers also 
spent time at the 
brewery.  Both 
were well known 
in their own 
right:	 	 Thomas	
Margetts for his 

missionary efforts in the British Isles, 
and	 Philip	 Margetts	 for	 his	 acting	
accomplishments at the Salt Lake 
Theatre. 

In an autobiographical statement 
in Tullidge’s History of Salt Lake 
City, Richard notes that in 1871, he 
decided to gradually work out of the 
tanning business, and to establish a 
brewery on the same premises.  Vance 
notes in his book that Richard could 
have easily converted his tanning 
vats into brewing vats, though he 
doesn’t speculate on the unique bite 
such vats might have imparted to the 
brew.  At Richard’s death in 1881, 
the brewery was annually producing 
500	 barrels	 of	Margett’s	 Porter	 and	
Ale.  After the business passed on 
to his two sons, the pair produced 
“free coinage” beer in response to 
an 1896 political issue, thus paving 
the way for the cleverly provocative 
“Polygamy	 Porter”	 and	 “St.	 Provo	
Girl”	of	today’s	Utah	breweries.	

Richard’s sons Harry and Arthur, 
upon inheriting the brewery from 
their father’s estate in 1895, ramped 
up production at the brewery to 
1000 barrels annually.  In 1900, they 
sold	 the	 business	 to	 Peter	 Buller,	
a Wisconsin native who moved to 
Salt Lake City in 1890.  Buller also 
owned	 the	 Wasatch	 Potato	 Flake	
Company.		The	arrival	of	Prohibition	
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in 1917 ended the brewing trade on 
this site, though the Utah Brewing 
Company resumed business in some 
form	after	Prohibition	was	repealed.		
Today, no sign of the brewery or 
the Margetts family remains—the 
brewery building made way for the 
motel in the ‘50s and the Margetts 
homes were demolished in the ‘70s 
to expand the West High parking lot. 
But if you are looking for something 
akin	to	Margett’s	Porter	or	Ale	(or	just	
a good meal and a great atmosphere 
in the historic Daynes Building), stop 
by Del Vance’s pub on Main Street, 
the Beerhive.  He can probably find 
something close amongst the 100 or 
so brews they serve. 

  

Thoughts from the Chair
by Katherine Gardner

Spring is coming—yes, honestly 
it is.  Besides each of us cleaning 
up our own areas, it is impressive 
and appreciated when we work 
together	to	clean	up	Memory	Grove	
and	 Ensign	 Park.	 	 Stan	 is	 working	
feverishly to organize both occasions 
with a mixture of fun, food and work.  
Save	 April	 30th	 for	 Ensign	 Park.		

More information about both will 
follow.

Last month’s questionnaire listed 
crime as our CHNC first concern, 
followed	closely	by	the	library,	traffic	
and alcohol regulations.  There was 
some concern for all of the listed 
items, and some very good additional 
suggestions.  I will have more details 
at the March 16th meeting.

Big shout out for Robert King 
who walks and cares for our hills 
regularly and really knows them.  I 
walked briefly with him and saw 
a beautiful golden fox.  What a 
treasure those hills are.  How great to 
be surrounded by a beautiful world 
and good neighbors.

Incidentally, good neighbor Bob 
Fisher’s	 work	 number	 is	 801-533-
8811.
Also,	 the	 February	 2011	 issue	 of	

The Bulletin stated that the Deseret 
First	Credit	Union	branch	located	at	
147	N.	200	West	will	be	closed.	That	
is	NOT	true.	Despite	the	sale	of	the	
building, the branch will maintain 
operations there and the new owners 
of the building will conduct their 
operations on other floors of the 
building.

March showers bring May flowers.  
My daffodils are blooming- they 
think it’s May.

Capitol Hill Neighborhood
Council Meeting

February 16, 2011
by Dean Larsen

Our	 February	 meeting	 was	 held	
on a snowy, blustery night.  Det. 
Brereton of the Salt Lake police 
reported on some drug activity and 
arrests in the West Capitol area. 
Anyone observing suspected drug 
activity can report it to Det. Brereton 
at 801-381-3225 or notify authorities 
on the Salt Lake City Web site.
Our	 city	 council	 representative,	

Stan	 Penfold,	 reported	 on	 several	
matters including the concern over 
increased gravel excavation along 
Beck St., particularly a new plan 
to excavate behind the Amerigas 
propane outlet on South Beck Street.  
Presently,	the	owners,	in	preparation	
for this gravel extraction, have 
illegally carved a dirt road up the 
side of the mountain (which is 
being	 challenged).	 	 Other	 matters	
discussed were the City’s proposal 
for new mixed housing regulations 
and Comcast’s sponsorship of a 
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cleanup	day	for	Ensign	Peak	Park	on	
April 30, 2011. We are encouraged to 
participate.
Jill	 Wilkerson	 Smith	 of	 the	 RDA	

advised that goals and plans for 
requested	RDA	projects	are	now	due	
and that a zoning change to improve 
development opportunities for their 
vacant 300 West property has been 
completed and the site is for sale.

The Library Committee reported 
they	 were	 ending	 their	 February	
comment stage for the Marmalade 
library and encouraged all to express 
their	 ideas.	 Funds	 are	 available	 to	
complete the library site selection, 
but there are currently no funds 
allocated to build the library.

Rebecca Chavez-Houck reported 
that the legislature is primarily 
focused on the budget.  There is a real 
challenge to fund growth in our public 
schools.  Some of the most divisive 
issues in this legislative session 
concern the various immigration bills 
being considered.
Joyce	 Valdez,	 representing	 the	

mayor’s	 office,	 stated	 that	 those	
who wish to make a one on one 
appointment with the mayor on 
March 23rd can do so by calling his 
office	 or	 contacting	 him	 online	 at	

mayor@slcgov.com.
Patrick	Nelson	of	 the	City’s	public	

utility dept. was present to discuss 
City	Creek	Canyon.		Presently,	there	
is a study to construct firebreaks in 
the canyon.  The City would like your 
suggestions. There will be a meeting 
and exhibit on how to better use the 
canyon	on	March	14,	2011	on	the	4th	
floor	of	the	main	library	from	6:00	to	
9:00	 PM.	There	 was	 also	 discussion	
about demolishing the home at the 
canyon entrance. This home provides 
security for the canyon. How do you 
replace this security if the home and 
its occupants are removed?  

Robert B. Sykes 
& Associates

Practice Concentrates in Personal
Injury Law Emphasis on Brain and 

Spinal Cord Injury 
Civil Rights Litigation

311 S State Street #240
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111

(801) 533-0222

   Pilates & YBR™

In Marmalade Hills
Call Nathalie at 801-550-9054

www.righttothecorestudio.com
RightToTheCore@gmail.com

XMission Sales and Billing are open
9am–6pm. Support is available 

24 hours a day.

801-539-0852
1-877-964-7746

www.xmission.com
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