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6:00 p.m. Mobile Watch  Meeting
6:30 p.m. Neighborhood Council Meeting: 

•  Welcome by Chair
•  Mobile Watch Report, Georg Stutzenberger
•  Police Report, Detective Tony Brereton, SLPD
•  Elected Offi cials Reports
•  Mayor’s Offi ce Report, Joyce Valdez
•  CHNC Business
        Chris Robison - Columbus Court

•  CHNC Business continued:        
        Lisa Arnett - West side of 3rd West,
        Stores, Drive-In, Coffee Shop &
         Prescott-Muir Architects
        Collin Quienhurst - Pedestrian Program 
        Patrick Nelson - Public Utilities, City Creek Update
•  Public Forum
•  Adjourn

June 15, 2011
Next Capitol Hill Neighborhood Council meetingNext Capitol Hill Neighborhood Council meetingN

City Creek Citizen 
Science Project Collects 
Bird Data in 2011
When you visit City Creek Canyon this 
summer, don’t be surprised to see a team of 
people in the shrubs busily scribbling notes, 
peering through binoculars or cupping hands 
around their ears. These people are part of a 
citizen science project looking at the impact 
Shaded Fuel Breaks may have on bird spe-
cies and numbers.

Our project is just getting started. It is an 
outgrowth of the public’s concern with a Salt 
Lake Public Utilities plan to remove “ladder 
fuels” along the City Creek road. Ladder fu-
els are the woody materials that allow a grass 
fi re to climb from the ground into the canopy.  
Once it’s in the canopy, fi re is much more 
dangerous and liable to spread, endangering 
people and resulting in negative impacts on 
the watershed. The purpose of this Citizen 
Science Project is to determine the impact 
removing ladder vegetation might have on 
birds using this vegetation layer for breeding.

This Page: Photo of a Lazuli Bunting in City Creek Canyon by Bill Schmoker
Next Page: Photo of a Song Sparrow by Bill Schmoker
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Advertise with The Bulletin!  

Please support our wonderful sponsors and consider 
becoming a sponsor yourself.  Your donation may be 
tax deductible.*

To help sponsor  The Bulletin, please contact: 
Sylvia Lloyd: sylviaklloyd@msn.com

$50 per month for 2” x 1 column ($550/yr.) 
$25 per month for 1” x 1 column ($275/yr.)

*the Salt Lake Association of Community 
Councils is recognized by the IRS as a section 
(501(c)(3), tax-exempt organization.)

Internet Resources:
www.chnc-slc.org www.downtownrising.com 
www.downtownslc.org/events 
www.glbtccu.org
www.lds.org www.saltlakeactingcompany.org 
www.slcgov.com 
www.slcgov.com/PublicServices/Gallivan 
www.slcityevents.com 
www.utah.gov 
www.visitsaltlake.com

Our sincere thanks to LDS Hospital for printing 
The Bulletin.

Citizen science projects have a long history 
in the United States, and a long history asso-
ciated with birds.  Benefi ts of citizen science 
projects include the following: 1) They are 
cheap! Citizens are a valuable resource that 
usually requires less funding than more for-
mal research projects; 2) They Work!  Many 
projects involving citizens in science have 
proved successful, and 3) They get everyone 
involved!  The work links scientists, educa-
tors, and managers in a useful and mutually 
rewarding collaboration that improves the 
management and coordination of our resourc-
es. Another major strength of projects like 
this is their sustainability.  Because they are 
not dependent on large sources of funding, 
we can collect more and more continuous 
data because there are more people recording 
the data.  For example, the annual Audubon 
Christmas Bird Count has been occurring 
for more than a century!  We hope that the 
data collected will allow comparisons over 
the long run, and because birds are indica-
tors of habitat quality (think of a canary in 
a coal-mine), these data can also refl ect real 
changes in the environment.  In fact, data 
from citizens has played an important role in 
tracking changes in the timing and range of 
bird migration throughout the United States, 
indicating the infl uence of climate change.

The volunteer group of citizens working on 
this project started a “birding boot camp” in 
early April with an intensive 3-day train-
ing, with follow-up and refresher trainings 

offered through the beginning of the sur-
veys as needed.  Volunteers need to be able 
to identify bird species by sight and sound, 
and during busy times by sound alone –a 
real challenge, but a very rewarding skill 
to acquire.  Teams of two individuals will 
record data from ‘reference sites’ (where the 
shrub layer was not cut) and treatment sites 
(those areas where the experimental Shaded 
Fuel Breaks ‘test plots’ were implemented 
last year) from May to July as birds establish 
their breeding territories and are more visible 
and audible.

Before and After the Shaded Fuel Break: 
the questions we’ll answer. Last year, before 
the three Shaded Fuel Break plots were cut, 
two technicians from the Division of Wildlife 
Resources did baseline surveys and found 
approximately 40 different kinds of birds, 
fourteen of which are Neotropical migrants 
(meaning they spend the winter south of the 
U.S. border).  The most common species 
were Lazuli Buntings, Warbling Vireos, Song 
Sparrows, and American Robins.  This year, 
the Volunteers will collect data to compare 
the different kinds of birds (species richness), 
and their numbers in ‘treatment’ sites and 
‘reference’ sites so we can evaluate if there 
is a difference in the birds recorded last year 
compared to those we’ll see this year.  We 
don’t expect to see big differences yet, but 
hope to study the birds long enough to know 
when changes do happen.

Who is Participating?
The project is part of three-way part-
nership between Tracy Aviary, Utah 
Division of Wildlife Resources, and 
Salt Lake Public Utilities. The Divi-
sion of Wildlife Resources has been 
training volunteers, and will help 
interpret the data, while Tracy Aviary 
will recruit and coordinate volunteer 
efforts.  Salt Lake Public Utilities is 
providing fi nancial support, helping 
to coordinate the project, and will 
incorporate the results into the man-
agement of City Creek Canyon.

For more information about Shaded 
Fuel Breaks, contact Patrick Nelson: 
Patrick.Nelson@slcgov.com

For information about the City 
Creek Citizen Science Project, 
contact Carolina Roa: 
mariacroav@gmail.com
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Thoughts from the 
Chair  By Katherine Gardner

This month I have two frustrations with the 
city in spite of the fact I really like our mayor 
and most of his staff.  I will not bore you 
with my recycling frustrations: I may save 
that for another day.  But my sad frustration 
that Hansen’s Service Station has closed.  We 
have not stopped helping him, but we have 
not yet found the solution that will make his 
property salable.  I cannot help feeling that if 
someone in the city really cared, something 
could be worked out.

My great joy this month is that one of the 
UDOT houses on 500 North and Columbus 
has been re-roofed.  Hooray! I talked with 
some of the workers from ICA (?), a correc-
tional agency.  They seem very capable; they 
looked like a group of young men from some 
humanitarian fraternity. 

Thanks DOT and thanks guys.  Would you be 
interested in painting the same house?  A big 
shout out to all of you guys.

If you should want to speak Spanish when 
you call our good neighbor Bob Fisher, just 
ask for Becky at 801-533-8811.  

Did you notice in the newspapers that fi ve 
students from the Salt Lake area received 
perfect scores on the ACT.  One of them was 
Rebecca Nickerson from West High.  Shout 
out for you too, Rebecca.

Notice these names, Carol Wood, Laurie 
Horton, Bonnie Archer, Erlinda Davis, Eric 
Jorgensen, Diane Jorgensen, Victoria Collard, 

Christine Wade, and the entire Hul-
leberg family.  These people are 
unsung heroes who every month ad-
dress the bulletin so we can get them 
to 2,500 of you.

The biggest shout out for this month 
is for Kelly Badger, Roger Crandall, 
Nelson Knight, Lola Timmins, and 
Sylvia Lloyd.  These stalwarts have 
been working every month, some 
for years, to get this bulletin writ-
ten, processed and delivered to you.  
Words cannot describe my apprecia-
tion for their millions of hours of 
work.  We will miss Kelly.



Page Page P 4                          The Bulletin: Capitol Hill Neighborhood Council, May 2011                       chnc-slc.org                    chnc-slc.org                    chnc-slc.org

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
Salt Lake City, UT
PERMIT NO. 5919

Capitol Hill Neighborhood Council 
c/o Salt Lake Association of Community Councils 
606 Trolley Square Salt Lake City Utah 84102

Ensign Peak clean up 
project
Hundreds of Capitol Hill residents and 
their friends joined to clean up and 
refurbish the Ensign Peak Nature Park 
last Saturday morning.  There were teams 
working on the trail head, the monument 
area at the top of the hill and around the 
city park at the base of the hill.  

The next big community cleanup effort 
will be in Memory Grove on Saturday, 
May 18 starting at 8:00 am.

UPCOMING CAPITOL 
HILL EVENTS

Kindergarten Orientation
Friday May 6, 1:30 pm
Washington Elementary School

Capitol Hill Musical Showcase
Wednesday, May 11 at 7:00 pm
The Assembly Hall on Temple Square

Annual Memory Grove Cleanup
Saturday, May 14, 8:00 to 11:00 am
Memory Grove Park


