Issue No 139

DECEMBER 2013

www.chnc-slc.org

The B u l l e t i n
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From the Chair

A

Reflections on the Year
by Richard Starley

s the outgoing Chair, I am
concerned by the turn of events on
this Council. This year’s Council went a
long way to foster change, acceptance,
and to get this Council back on track. I
vowed to get Capitol Hill Council to be
a Council I would be proud to chair.
But my efforts were thwarted at every
turn by people who wouldn’t let go of the
past. I found I couldn’t even talk about
the problems because someone would
take offense. We were in a strangle-hold
by those who couldn’t let go.
But we moved forward in spite
of the opposition. We tackled our
Bylaws, a nonprofit’s bible, that hadn’t
been revised since 1997 and that
weren’t being followed. It was a long,
contentious, tedious process. But thanks
to our Vice-Chair (Vince Kerzman), the
bylaws were revised to fit the needs of
today’s Council. And this Bulletin has
been revised and is going out to all
4,000 households for the first time ever.
We finally started moving forward
toward with meaningful activities
(transportation, parks, zoning, activities,
clean-ups, partnerships, events, and
funding). For a transition year, we have
accomplished a lot. But when the board
elected its new officers, I lost by 1 vote.
I’m proud of the changes that our
Board has brought to this Council. We
are now a responsible partner with
City government in advancing the best
interests of the residents of Capitol
Hill neighborhoods. I am proud of the
individual Board members who stepped
up to face challenge after challenge and
yet kept moving forward. But, there has
been a price to pay. The backlash for
moving the Council forward has been
relentless. And so, here we are again.
I hope this new slate of officers will
continue moving the Council forward.

I believe that the proof of a successful
Council is what the residents can point
to in their own community: “That’s what
our Community Council did for us.” Is
there anything yet that you can point to
as evidence of what your Community
Council has done?
So, is this a new beginning? Should
this Council represent the diverse
neighborhoods that make up Capitol
Hill: young & old, LDS & non, gay &
straight, moneyed & not? I hope this
new Council will do just that. Thank
you for all your support this year. Under
the newly revised Bylaws, all current
directors (including myself) remain on
the Council for the coming year. I pledge
to you that I will continue to work for
the good of all the residents of Capitol
Hill neighborhoods. Happy Holidays.

New UTA Route Suggested

A

Chaired by Don Butterfield

nticipating the new Marmalade
Library, Capitol Hill Council is
working with Rose Park and Fairpark
Councils to urge UTA to consider a new
east-west bus route to serve the three
areas. The new route would serve 300
& 600 North streets, 200 West/300 West
and 1300 West streets. The loop would
assist shoppers from Capitol Hill access
the Smiths Store in Rose Park as well as
children from the Guadalupe, Rose Park
and Fairpark neighborhoods access the
new Library. It would also access West
High, Jackson and Washington Elementary Schools. If you’d like to help with
this effort, contact Don (see info below).

B

Former Trustees
(Re)Elected to Council

oard elections were held in November and former Trustees and
Officers were re-elected to the Council.
They are:
• Peter von Sivers - West Capitol Hill
• Bonnie Archer - West Capitol Hill

• Paul Hanks - Desoto
• Brian Jensen - Kimball
• Eric Jergensen - Kimball
• Dean Larsen - Ensign
Brian Jensen has not served previously.
They join current members: Richard
Starley, Vince Kerzman, Michael Measom, Andrew Prior, John Boyack, Don
Butterfield, Shirley McLaughlan, Minta
Brandon, Victoria Collard, Robert King.
2014 Officers are;
• Eric Jergensen - (returning) Chair
• Donald Butterfield - Vice-Chair
• Brian Jensen - Secretary
• Andrew Prior - Treasurer
he Board bids farewell to former
Chair Katherine Gardner who has
resigned. She has been involved for
more than 25 years. We wish her well.

T

C

Halloween House
Contest Winner

ongratulations to the Kilo and Melanie Zamora Family of 500 North.
They are the winners of the 1st Annual
Best Halloween Decorated House. They
were awarded
a $50 Gift Certificate from
City Gourmet
Catering (by
VC Vince Kerzman). A $25
cash prize was
given back to
the Council as
their way of giving back. What a great
family!

* New Contest *
Holiday Decorated House

O

ur next contest is for the Best Holiday Decorated House. Pictures
can be submitted to our website/blog
or to any board member. Entries are
due by year’s end. Winner will be announced at the Jan. Council meeting.
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Community Project
600 North Overpass Cleanup

O

n a beautiful fall Saturday morning on November 9th, members
of the Capitol Hill Council, Rose Park
Council and 27 members of the West
High School Jr. ROTC and their instructor Julio Gonzalez cleaned-up the
overpass and I-15 interchange at 600
North. With supplies donated by UDOT
(thank you Jake Brown) the whole effort took two hours. The sidewalk and
off-ramps never looked so good.

Re-Imagining Warm Springs

W

e have a treasure in our midst
that needs attention: The Warm
Springs complex is three separate
entities: Warm Springs Park (800 N.
300 W.), the Wasatch Plunge Building
(former Children’s Museum), and the
North Gateway Park (1000 N. Beck St.).
Each component of this park complex
needs a redo. North Gateway Park has
one of the few remaining natural warm

springs for which this area is named.
Today, that warm spring is only utilized
by the homeless needing a bath. The
warm water is above ground from
Victory Road to Beck Street.
What can these parks and building
add to our community? A study of the
Wasatch Plunge building in 2006
indicated that for $16M, the building
could be a community center and have
an olympic-size swimming pool that
could also be used by West High’s swim
team. Although Eric Jergensen
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was on the City Council and Peter von
Sivers was Community Council Chair,
nothing came of that study. Since then,
Salt Lake City and County have invested
in other recreation center in Glendale
(Sorensen) and Rose Park (Northwest).
Meanwhile Warm Springs is under
utilized and under maintained. The
south end of WSP hosts a children’s
playground, tennis courts and locked
rest rooms. We anticipate a Request for
Proposals by SLC Properties Mgmt.
regarding the building only. Tell us what
you think. Let us know what you’d like
to see Warm Springs become.

Neighborhood Businesses
Ben Franklin Academy

B

enjamin Franklin Academy (BFA)
was founded over eighteen years
ago and for nearly three years has been
located in NorthGate Business Park. In
September, Jim and Jen Goostrey took
ownership and are working towards a
new and exciting vision, moving away
from a home-school co-op to a private
school structure. With the growing
frustration parents are having with the
federal common core, the Goostreys
feel a strong need for alternative means
of education and they are restructuring
the school to meet those needs. The
school’s goal is to assist parents in their
primary responsibility of educating their
children.
BFA provides LDS-based instruction
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to
preschool
through
12th
grade students
and
accepts
students
any
time during the
school year. They
offer
unique
programming to meet the needs of
individual students. Their curriculum
is a strong program of math,
science, language arts, and history
as core subjects. These subjects are
taught employing many methods
including: multi-sensory, hands-on,
and cooperative learning approaches
designed to reach many different
learning styles.
Being private,
Ben
Franklin
Academy receives
no
government
funding and, as
a result, is not
hampered or held
to the restrictions
placed on public schools. Class sizes
are small, ranging from six to twelve
students, which allows for much
more personal attention. They believe
in keeping parents involved in their
children’s education and love to see
parents visiting the school to observe
and even assist in teaching.
For more information, call 801-4664326, or visit: www.bfautah.org.

Veterinary Hospital at
Wasatch Springs

W

Michael S. Blotter, DVM

asatch Springs Animal Hospital
is one of the three oldest SL
veterinary clinics. It was started by
Merrill Shupe as the Shupe animal

hospital and covered most of the
valley and included large and small
animals. Dr. Blotter was a student
under Doc Shupe in the early 80’s at
BYU. He never imagined coming
from Cincinnati Ohio that he would
one day own Doc Shupe’s practice.
After graduating from BYU in 1986 in
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for Wednesdays and Saturdays when
they close at noon. Closed Sundays.
They are always accepting new clients.
You will be pleased with your service,
care and value. Call 801-532-1100, or
www.veterinarywasatchsprings.com.

We need a Traffic Signal

T

500 North & Columbus Intersection

he intersection of 500 North
and Columbus is a multi-street
intersection. It is also heavily traveled.
In fact, nine roads intersect within 100
feet of each other at this intersection.

Animal Science, Dr. Blotter attended
The Ohio State University in Columbus
Ohio in the school of Veterinary
Medicine. Graduating in 1990 he took
his first position in rural North Carolina
working at a mixed animal practice.
After one year he returned to Utah and
started working at Wasatch Springs
eventually becoming the sole owner
and practitioner in 2000.
Dr. Blotter grew up in suburban
Cincinnati with many animals and
always had a great love for all species.
He once owned a skunk, a raccoon, as
well as numerous dogs and cats over
the years. You will find that he still has
that love for animals. Probably one of
the few doctors that actually gets down
on the floor with them. He even still
lets them lick his face!
Dr. Blotter is a father of five and has
had each of his children work at the
Hospital over these many years. His
youngest daughter is now eleven and
still loves to come to the office to help.
Wasatch Springs is located at 855 N
Beck and is open weekdays 8-6 except

What do we need to slow the traffic
and allow cross traffic and pedestrians?
Many feel that the intersection warrants
a new traffic signal like 300 N. & Main.
A Utah Dept. of Transportation
(UDOT) study last fall indicated that
the traffic volume could warrant a
traffic signal and that funding for one
would not be a problem. Now SLC and
UDOT want to study the issue again.
(Columbus & Beck are state roads,
while city street intersect.) We in the
impacted neighborhoods insist that the
intersection be redesigned, even if it
means taking a bit of the green space.
What do you think? Let us know how
you feel.

Advertise In The Bulletin

Please support our sponsors and consider becoming a sponsor of the Bulletin yourself.
Contact:Richard Starley, 801-355-7559 or rstarley@xmission.com
Rates: 2”x1 column - $60 p/issue or $200 for four issues*; 1”x1 column - $40 p/issue
or $100 for four issues**
Donations made to CHNC are tax-exempt and support our work in the area.
Our thanks to Intermountain/LDS Hospital for The Bulletin.
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Almond Street Development
Garbett & Staker Development

I

n a long-anticipated development
of property bounded by 300 North,
West Temple, and Almond Streets,
the
Garbett/Staker
Development
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off-street parking for visitors and
deliveries on both one-way streets. The
development also proposes to annex
the 300 North triangular island now
owned by the city to augment its green
space. Neighbors anticipate increased
traffic, noise and congestion during and
after construction. Owners welcome
development of the weedy property
behind them. Garbett is proposing an
energy efficient modern design palette,
which may not be consistent with the
existing traditional facades.
Join us on 12-18 for an in-depth look

ALMOND STREET, SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
7 OCT., 2013

partnership is ready to break ground
for an additional 33 units there to the
existing four Almond Street town
homes built in 2001. Four units will
be located on Almond Street with the
remaining units aggregated on West
Temple between 300 and 200 North
abutting the former Salt Lake Home.
Critics of the plan argue that the
development does not have adequate
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