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Two photographs are included with this month’s article. Without knowing the origin of the photos, and 
the location of the house pictured, it would be difficult to ascertain that they are actually of the same 
house at different points in its history. 307-311 Center Street has been dramatically altered over the 114 
or so years of its existence.  
 
The house stands on land purchased from John Alford by William E. Kinnersley in 1879 for $1300. 
Evidence suggests that the house was built sometime in the 1880s. William Kinnersley was another of 
the many English LDS tradesmen who lived on Capitol Hill. He married Barbara McCethnie and had 
two children, who were also named William and Barbara. City directories trace William’s life-long 
career in the Dinwoodey furniture factory and store, which was owned by Henry Dinwoodey, his 
brother-in-law. In the 1870s he is listed in the city directory as a cabinetmaker, by the 1880s he was a 
clerk in the company. He remained a clerk, according to his directory listing, the remainder of his 
career.  
 
Kinnersley made the first of many additions and alterations to the house in 1894, when he constructed a 
two-room brick addition on the house. This post-1894 configuration appears to be that shown in the 



historic photograph. In form, the house was a simple cross-wing, in which the north wing was placed at 
a right angle to the southern wing of the house, forming a “T” shaped floor plan. This type of plan was 
commonly seen on many houses of this period. Stylistically, the house exhibited a mix of classical and 
Victorian elements. The wood cornice at the roof eaves shows the influence of the simple classical 
styles popular on the earliest homes in Capitol Hill. The bay window on the front facing bay shows the 
influence of the Italianate style, a subset of the many Victorianera styles. The front porch, with its 
simply turned wood columns, undressed sandstone foundation, and square gingerbread ornament is also 
indicative of the Victorian style, suggesting that it was part of the 1894 addition. The large picture 
window with art glass transom also suggests that the south wing was the 1894 addition. City permit 
records also note that that a wood stable was built on the lot in 1891. The stable appears north of the 
house on 1898 and 1911 Sanborn Maps.  
 
 
 
 
A historic photograph was located in the Utah 
State Historical Society’s picture collection that 
shows young William H. Kinnersley, son of the 
builder, standing on the porch in short pants and 
a straw hat. A dog stands to his side. William E. 
Kinnersley and his wife Barbara remained in the 
house until their deaths in 1911 and 1926, 
respectively. Little additional information was 
found on the couple – their deaths were noted 
only by notices in the Deseret News, with no 
obituaries.  
 
Like many buildings in the neighborhood, the 
house was converted into apartments in the 
1930s or 1940s. Either due to deterioration of its 
wood features, or a desire to modernize the 
building, or a combination of both, the front 
porch and front bay window of the house were 
removed. The building was reconfigured to 
have two front entrances, one in the location of 
the former bay window, and the other in the 
location of the former large picture window. 
Two concrete stoops were built at each 
entrance. Eventually the stoops were covered 
with small porches, as shown in the second 
photo, taken in 1979 and also found at the Utah 
State Historical Society. The front door opening 
shown in the historic photo was filled, and a 
small wood window was installed at that 
location. Today, very little of the decorative 
details found in the historic photo remain. The 
cornice, exterior brick walls, and sandstone 
foundation are still readily apparent. Ghost 
marks on the front gable, above the north door, 



show the former location of the bay window’s distinctive roofline. One feature, the ornamental iron 
fence that once ran across the front yard, was recycled as a porch railing.  
 
 

 


